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11TH Anniversary

WASHINGTON JEWISH MUSIC FESTIVAL

June 6 - 13

WASHINGTON, DC – Be the first to discover incredible musical artists! Now in its 11th year, the Washington Jewish Music Festival invites its audience to embark on a journey of sound and energy rarely explored in the DC area. The June 6 Opening Night presents Israel’s award-winning pop icon Danny Sanderson, followed by an Opening Night party. The renowned Vagabond Opera will amaze the audience with its Bohemian cabaret performance, at Closing Night on June 13. All performances will take place at the Washington DCJCC’s Aaron & Cecile Goldman Theater on 16th & Q Streets NW.

The Washington Jewish Music Festival continues to foster a broader appreciation of Jewish culture through its annual, multi-layered, eclectic music program that brings the community together to connect through music. For over a decade, masters of traditional music from around the globe have performed alongside cutting-edge contemporary musicians who blend traditions into a new fusion of Judeo-world music. Live performances, hands-on workshops and cross-cultural dialogues engage the diverse audience that returns year after year for this unique Festival of music.

According to Festival Director Lili Kalish Gersch, “From Ireland to Israel and Bohemia to Broadway, this year’s Washington Jewish Music Festival takes you on a whirlwind musical adventure featuring some of the most exciting performances and most talented musicians in the world.”  
*********************************
PROGRAM

Film Screening

“THE JAZZ BARONESS”

*****
Opening Night

DANNY SANDERSON

*****

SETH RUDETSKY’S 

DECONSTRUCTING BROADWAY

*****
GALEET DARDASHTI’S

THE NAMING

*****
URI GURVICH QUARTET

THE STORYTELLER
*****
SAINTS & TZADIKS

(SUSAN MCKEOWN & LORIN SKLAMBERG)
*****
GOLEM

w/GIRLS IN TROUBLE
*****

Children’s Concert & Pizza Party

THE MACAROONS

*****
Closing Night

VAGABOND OPERA

*********************************
INDIVIDUAL PROGRAMS

Film Screening

“THE JAZZ BARONESS” – Sun, June 6, 11:00 am

General: $10; Discounted Member, Senior & Under 25: $9
“…a smoky film, allusive, full of longing and foggy patches.” —Vogue
Helen Mirren is the voice of Jewish Baroness Pannonica Rothschild in this fascinating documentary about the relationship between the Baroness and Jazz genius Thelonious Monk in post-World War II New York. Written and directed by the Baroness’s niece, Hannah Rothschild, the film features other musical greats including Sonny Rollins, TS Monk Junior, Quincy Jones, Lord Rothschild, Roy Haynes and Chico Hamilton. (USA, 2008, documentary, 83 min, Director: Hannah Rothschild)
Presented in partnership with the 16th Street J’s Screening Room.

Co-sponsored by the Thelonious Monk Institute of Jazz.

*****

OPENING NIGHT – Sun, June 6, 8:00 pm

DANNY SANDERSON

Followed by Opening Night Party

General: $35; Discounted Member, Senior & Under 25 $30; $50 Premium Reserved Seating

“…one of the most talented and creative artists the Israeli music scene has ever known.” —Amit Salonim, mako.co.il
One of the most influential performers on the Israeli cultural scene, Danny Sanderson is both a musical legend and a contemporary pop icon. He is a founding member of Kaveret (“Poogy”) — dubbed “the Beatles of Israel”— and wrote the music and lyrics for the song “Yo Ya,” a favorite among American audiences. Sanderson played guitar in the Israel Defense Force with the Nachal military singing band, but soon gained a reputation as a composer and arranger. Noting American mid-60s pop and rock as his greatest influences, Sanderson has released 12 solo albums, written three books and appeared on Israeli television as a musician, comedian and host.
Co-sponsored by the Embassy of Israel and TEEV Events.

*****

Mon, June 7, 8:00 pm
SETH RUDETSKY’S DECONSTRUCTING BROADWAY

General: $15; Discounted Member, Senior & Under 25: $12

“Funniest Gay Male in NY.” —Stand-Up New York
Sirius/XM Radio star, Broadway pianist, actor and author Seth Rudetsky explores his own private audio/video collection in his one-man show, Deconstructing Broadway. A pianist for over a dozen Broadway shows, author of the critically acclaimed The Q Guide to Broadway, and an actor on Law and Order, Seth can be heard on Sirius Satellite Radio as the Broadway host seven days a week, and his weekly column can be found on Playbill.com.
Presented in partnership with the 16th Street J’s Kurlander Program for Gay & Lesbian Outreach and Engagement (GLOE), EntryPointDC and Theater J. The Washington DCJCC is proud to be a Capital Pride 2010 Community Partner.

*****
Special Offer

Mon, June 7, 3:30-6:30 pm
AUDITION MASTER CLASS w/SETH RUDETSKY 
$100 per student
Learn how to audition for musical theater and get hired on Broadway! 

Register at sethrudetsky.com/blog/see-me-live/
*****

Tues, June 8, 7:30 pm
Official CD Release Performance

GALEET DARDASHTI’S THE NAMING

General: $15; Discounted Member, Senior & Under 25: $12

Galeet Dardashti’s new project, The Naming, draws on Middle Eastern music, uniting her Persian heritage with her deep connection to Jewish poetry. Her original music, dance, video and monologue bring Biblical women to life, and at the same time, give voice to today’s Middle Eastern women. 

*****

Wed, June 9, 7:30 pm
URI GURVICH QUARTET THE STORYTELLER

General: $15; Discounted Member, Senior & Under 25: $12

Co-presented with DC Jazz Festival

“Gurvich is clearly steeped in the influence of MY FAVORITE THINGS –era John Coltrane, 

along with Middle Eastern roots music, but he and his crack band bring these elements together

 in a way that is fresh, forward thinking, and listener-friendly.”—Muze 
Born and raised in Israel, Uri Gurvich won the Jazz Player of the Year Competition at age 19, and has since played at jazz festivals and venues around the world, including at Lincoln Center and Blue Note. His quartet features Leo Genovese on piano, Peter Slavov on bass and Francisco Mela on drums, some of the most prominent voices on the contemporary New York jazz scene. The Quartet’s debut album The Storyteller (Tzadik Records) exploded onto the scene in February 2009, placing Israeli, Yemenite, East European and North African music into a progressive jazz context. 

Co-sponsored by the Embassy of Israel.

*****

Thurs, June 10, 7:30 pm
SAINTS & TZADIKS (SUSAN MCKEOWN & LORIN SKLAMBERG)

General: $20; Discounted Member, Senior & Under 25: $15

“…you can't help but be moved and impressed - even awed - by what  Susan McKeown and Lorin Sklamberg create…The combination of their voices and the material being sung is as powerful 

as any music I've listened to in the past.”—Blogcritics.org
Grammy Award-winning performers Susan McKeown and Lorin Sklamberg’s latest collaboration, Saints & Tzadiks, celebrates Yiddish and Irish traditions through song. Vocalist, composer and multi-instrumentalist Lorin Sklamberg has been the lead singer of The Klezmatics (WJMF 2007) since its founding in 1986, and Susan McKeown, one of the most powerful and innovative voices in Irish music, has recorded ten albums of original and world music and was nominated for a BBC Folk Music Award. 

Co-sponsored by the Embassy of Ireland, the Folklore Society of Greater Washington and Yiddish of Greater Washington.

*****
Sat, June 12, 9:00 pm

GOLEM

w/GIRLS IN TROUBLE
General: $15; Discounted Member, Senior & Under 25: $12

“Contagious energy and virtuoso playing.” —Rolling Stone


Golem (WJMF 2002) is the Eastern European folk-punk band sensation known for electrifying dance floors with their globetrotting goulash of Jewish, Slavic, and Gypsy folk songs. Known for their chaotic behavior live, singer/accordionist Annette Ezekiel-Kogan, vocalist/tambourinist Aaron Diskin, Alicia Jo Rabins, trombonist Curtis Hasselbring, upright bassist Taylor Bergren-Chrisman, and Tim Monaghan have fans dancing to the same boisterous beats that their Eastern European grandparents danced to over a century ago.

with
“Girls in Trouble’s simple, folk instrumentation is ripe with influences from around the world, including Jewish and even Venetian-sounding tapestries of sonic bliss.”
—Lana Cooper, PopMatters

Founding member and violin virtuoso Alicia Jo Rabins, combines mysticism a looping pedal, ancient women’s tales and poetry to make beautiful songs about love & leprosy, “post-Biblical art pop.”

Presented in partnership with the 16th Street J’s EntryPointDC program for young professionals.

*****
Sun, June 13, 11:00 am

THE MACAROONS

Children’s Concert & Pizza Party

$20 for family of four; Members $15 for family of four

Add a pizza lunch to your ticket for just $5/adult and $3/child!
Recommended for ages 8 and under

“Awesome! And it made me really hungry.” —Danny, Age 8, Brooklyn

Jewish kids need to rock! JDub’s first kid’s group, The Macaroons, is part Weezer, part The Wiggles. With big harmonies, irresistible hooks and a guitar-based sound, Dave Schneider, Shawn Fogel, Dan Saks and Justin Riddle (members of The LeeVees, DeLeon and The Zambonis) remind grown-ups of everything from The Kinks to Queen to The Shins, and kids enjoy catchy pop-rock with tunes like “Hurry Up And Light The Candle.” Super-fun music for the young ones that parents will love too!  

Presented in partnership with the 16th Street J’s Preschool. Co-sponsored by Adas Israel’s Gan Hayeled Nursery School, DC Minyan, The Jewish Primary Day School of the Nation’s Capital, Kesher Israel: The Georgetown Synagogue, Temple Micah’s Tot Shabbat & K’tonton Program, Ohev Shalom–The National Synagogue, Partnership for Jewish Life & Learning and Washington Hebrew Congregation.

*****
CLOSING NIGHT – Sun, June 13, 8:00 pm

VAGABOND OPERA

Followed by Closing Night Party

General: $30; Discounted Member, Senior & Under 25: $25

Sponsored by Ralph and Louie Dweck

“A band of ceaseless charisma, boundless energy, impeccable musicianship and 

more than a little touch of both the naughty and exotic.” — The Washington Post

European Cabaret! Vintage Americana! Old World Yiddish Theater! Vagabond Opera’s six-piece group delivers passionate offerings of Bohemian cabaret – opera for everyone! Weaving elements of Kurt Weil and Duke Ellington with absurdist flair, theatrics and an old world mood, Vagabond Opera presents lusty voices singing in 13 languages and a cabaret of rich musical phrasing, sparkling lyrics and indomitable stage presence. Vagabond Opera has performed all over the USA and in Europe, and has been featured on NPR, in The Washington Post and Jazziz Magazine.

Presented in partnership with Theater J.


*********************************
FREE PROGRAMS

Pre-registration recommended for all free workshops.

Sign up at wjmf.org.

Mon, June 7, 6:00 pm
ARTS INTEGRATION AND JEWISH LEARNING/RENA FRUCHTER

Ina and Jack Kay Community Hall

16th Street J

Jewish study can be more personally meaningful when experienced through integrated arts strategies, such as drama, music, poetry, dance and visual arts. Explore theory and strategies that show how the study of Jewish text can come to life and be transformative. Formal and informal educators and parents are all encouraged to attend!

Co-sponsored by the Partnership for Jewish Life & Learning.

*****
Wed, June 9, noon
MIZRAHI RELIGIOUS SONGS PAST AND PRESENT/DR. GALEET DARDASHTI

Ina and Jack Kay Community Hall

16th Street J

Hear, learn and sing some beautiful poetic songs and discover their cultural and historical context as well as their new relevance in Israel. In this interactive lecture, Iranian-descended vocalist and anthropologist Dardashti introduces religious song traditions of Jews from the Middle East and North Africa. Includes live performance and recordings.

Co-sponsored by the American Sephardi Federation and the Foundation for Jewish Studies

*****

Back by popular demand!

Thurs, June 10, 6:00 pm
SUMMER ON THE STEPS

Join us on the 16th Street steps for a special performance by the Gesher Middle School band of Northern Virginia! Ezra Lapidus, Sarah Cherney, Coby Benheim, Daniel Schwartz, Miryam Mendelson and teacher Mat Tonti perform classic Israeli dance tunes, traditional Jewish liturgy and modern-day rock classics.

*********************************
TICKETS/INFO

Festival Tickets: Purchase tickets in advance at wjmf.org. Tickets go on sale Friday, April 30. Same-day tickets are available for purchase on-site 30 minutes before the event, subject to availability. All ticket sales are final. JCC members, persons under 25, seniors over 65, people with limited income, and groups of eight or more may purchase tickets at discounted rates when applicable.

Ticket Prices:  Range from free to $50.  

Festival Pass: Save 20% on the cost of the entire Festival. Go to wjmf.org or call (202) 777-3251.

Seating: All events are general admission. Reserved seating is available for patrons with special needs. Please call (202) 777-3251 or email info@wjmf.org for assistance.

For Information: (202)777-3251 or info@wjmf.org or wjmf.org.
THE WASHINGTON JEWISH MUSIC FESTIVAL IS PRESENTED BY 

THE WASHINGTON DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER'S 

MORRIS CAFRITZ CENTER FOR THE ARTS.

The Howard and Geraldine Polinger Family Foundation is the major sponsor of the

11th Anniversary Washington Jewish Music Festival. The Festival is supported by a grant from the United Jewish Endowment Fund. The Morris Cafritz Center for the Arts 

is supported by the Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation. 

The Festival is also supported by the Arthur Tracy “The Street Singer” Endowment Fund.
###

IMAGES ( INTERVIEWS ( AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST

For Festival Images, visit 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/41313114@N08/sets/72157623526764419/
