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THEATER J PREMIERES HONEY BROWN EYES, AN IMPORTANT NEW PLAY ABOUT THE ATTROCITIES OF THE BOSNIAN WAR

(Washington, DC) –Theater J begins its subscription season with the world premiere of Stefanie Zadravec’s new play about the torn consiceince of a soldier during the Bosnian war, HONEY BROWN EYES, running October 22–November 30, 2008.  Performances on Wednesday, October 22 and Thursday, October 23 at 7:30 pm are pay-what-you-can previews.  Performances on Saturday, October 25 at 8:00 pm and Sunday, October 26 at 3:00 pm are $30 previews.  Opening night is Sunday, October 26 at 7:30 pm.  Tickets, which range from $30 to $55, are available at boxofficetickets.com or at (800) 494-TIXS.  Tickets for patrons 25 and under are half-price for all shows.  
Set in Bosnia at the outbreak of the war in the Balkans in 1992, HONEY BROWN EYES follows the parallel stories of two soldiers; one in a kitchen in Sarajevo and the other in a kitchen in Visegrad, both trying to recover a little of the humanity they've lost. Theater J Artistic Associate-in-Residence Alexander Strain (Pangs of the Messiah, Caligula) portrays a Serbian paramilitary soldier who must face the consequences of his own brutality when he confronts a woman he may have known and is faced with a terrible choice. Simultaneously, a Bosnian resistance fighter (Joel Reuben Ganz, Pangs of the Messiah) is crippled by the limits of his own courage and seeks refuge in a stranger’s apartment where he unexpectedly meets a kindred soul, a resilient, elderly Bosnian-Serb woman (Barbara Rappaport, Rose). In this DC-debut of local-born playwright Stephanie Zadravec, unlikely partnerships emerge amidst a story of horror, humanity and stunning relevance. 
This piece is particularly timely given the recent capture of former Bosnian Serb president and accused war criminal, Radovan Karadzic, and his upcoming trial by the U.N.'s International Criminal Tribunal for eleven counts including genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes. The play reflects on the atrocity of this genocide and the real-time impact of ethnic cleansing. “It's a story of how Bosnians and Serbs, who used to make music together, admire and even love each other, can, in the course of a decade, turn into sworn enemies, who are then compelled to reckon with the painful gulf between them,” explains Theater J’s Artistic Director Ari Roth.  “The play has the courage to show the still beating heart and the conflicted conscience in both perpetrator and victim.”
Jessica Lefkow, who has directed several hit shows for the Capital fringe Festival, will lead this cast of DC actors, which includes Mia DeSanti (Bal Masque, Homebody/Kabul), Grady Weatherford (Passing the Love of Women), Shane Wallis and Taylor Dawson along with Alexander Strain, Joel Reuben Ganz and Barbara Rappaport.  The production will be designed by multi Helen Hayes Award winner James Kronzer (Set), Jason Arnold (Lighting), Matt Nielson (Sound), Misha Kaufman (Costumes) and Michelle Elwyn (Properties).     

A native of Chevy Chase and alumnus of Bethesda Chevy Chase High School, Stefanie Zadravec's work has been presented at The Barrow Group, Bay Street Theatre, Phoenix Theatre, The Kennedy Center, Vital Theater, Mae West Fest, and New York Theatre Barn among others. She was a finalist for the National New Play Network's Smith Prize (2007) and received the Baltimore Playwrights Festival Carol Weinberg Award (2007) She won the Phoenix Theatre's National Playwriting Competition (2007) and was a finalist for the Cherry Lane Mentor Project (2007) and the New Harmony Project (2007). She is the recipient of a Walter E. Dakin Fellowship (2006) and the Susannah McCorkle scholarship (2005) to the Sewanee Writers Conference. She contributed two short plays, Haunted and Leaving, to the critically acclaimed, The Fear Project, which had a successful Off-Broadway run in 2006. The Barrow Group honored Ms. Zadravec with The Barrow Group Award for artistic contribution to this award-winning Off Broadway Theater Company. 
Theater J is also presenting three different series on the challenging, sensitive issues raised by the play to give audiences an opportunity for further reflection and conversation.  Artistic Director’s Roundtable Discussions will immediately follow Sunday matinee performances at approximately 4:45 pm with panels of leading journalists, authors, scholars, artists and diplomatic representatives.  On October 26, playwright Stefanie Zadravec and director Jessica Lefkow will take part in a discussion on Women and Children in the Wars of Man.  Other topics will include In the Name of Religion: The Role of the Pulpit in Prosecuting and Protesting War on November 2, Responding to Genocide: The US, the UN, and the US Holocaust Memorial Museum on November 9, Being  Bosnian—Identity, Memory, and the Trial of Radovan Karadzic on November 16, War, Music and Pop Culture in a Post-Communist World on November 23, and Post-Conflict Reconciliation: Seeds of Peace in Sarajevo on November 30. 
A Peace Café or cast talk-back will follow every Thursday performance is.  The Peace Café is an on-going discussion series bringing together people of different backgrounds for candid, often personal discussions about the intersection of art and politics. In addition to subject matter pertaining to the Middle East conflict, the Peace Café also turns to other regional, religious and ethnic conflicts to explore the process of “truth and reconciliation.”  (See the attached schedule.)  Roundtables, Peace Cafés and talk-backs are all free with HONEY BROWN EYES ticket.  
Theater J and Journeymen Theater Ensemble, in conjunction with its production if As American As,  are coming together to produce an interfaith reading series, Ethics and War, designed to ask difficult questions about the waging of war in our time.  These readings will take place at 7:30 pm on three consecutive Monday nights at the Church Street Theater, 1742  Church Street NW.  On October 27, Jeffery Sichel will direct Depositions on Waterboarding: From the Justice Department’s Office of Legal Counsel Testimony before the House of Representatives, Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civil Rights and Civil Liberties. This theatrical reading compiled from our government’s examination of the practice of waterboarding is both fascinating and illuminating. On November 3, Rahaleh Nassri will direct The Trial of the Catonsville Nine. Daniel Berrigan crafted this dramatic adaptation from an edited transcript of his actual trial, along with his eight confederates, who in 1968 entered a Selective Service office, removed records and burned them in a parking lot to protest the war in Vietnam and the horrors of napalm bombings.  On November 10, Daniella Topol will direct Benedictus: An Iran-Israel-US Collaboration, created by Mahmood Karimi-Hakak, Motti Lerner (Pangs of the Messiah), Roberta Levitow, Daniel Michaelson and Torange Yeghiazarian.   With the clock ticking down the final 72 hours before a scheduled US attack on Iran, two estranged childhood friends, one Jewish and one Muslim, agree to a secret meeting in a Benedictine monastery in Rome in an attempt to find an alternative to war. All three of these readings are pay-what-you-can.  (Please see the separate press release on Ethics and War for complete information.)  
###
HONEY BROWN EYES  Fact Sheet
WRITTEN BY: Stefanie Zadravec
DIRECTED BY: Jessica Lefkow
SET DESIGN: James Kronzer
LIGHTING DESIGN: Jason Arnold
SOUND DESIGN: Matt Nielson
COSTUME DESIGN: Misha Kachman
PROPERTIES DESIGN: Michelle Elwyn
FEATURING: Alexander Strain, Mia DeSanti, Joel Reuben Ganz, Barbara Rappaport, Grady Weatherford, Shane Wallis and Taylor Dawson
PRESS NIGHT: Sunday, October 22 at 2:30 pm
PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE: October 22–November 30, 2008
Regular Schedule:  Wednesdays and Thursdays at 7:30 pm, Saturdays at 8:00 pm, Sundays at 3:00  and 7:30 pm 

Pay-What-You-Can Previews: Wednesday, October 22 and Thursday, October 23 at 7:30 pm
$30 Previews: Saturday, October 25 at 8:00 pm and Sunday, October 26 at 3:00 pm
Special Matinee: Wednesday, October 12 at Noon
Thanksgiving Week Schedule: Additional performance on Tuesday, October 25 at 7:30 and no performance on Thursday November 27
LOCATION: Aaron & Cecile Goldman Theater at the Washington DC Jewish Community Center at 

1529 16th Street NW in Washington, DC, 4 blocks east of Dupont Circle.

PARKING & METRO:  Discounted parking available at Colonial Parking, 1616 P Street NW ($4 when validated at the J’s front desk); limited $5 parking in the Washington DCJCC lot; limited street parking. Dupont Circle Station RED line.
TICKETS:  $30-$55. Box Office Tickets (800) 494-TIXS or boxofficetickets.com. 

For groups of 20+ call (202) 777-3214 or email groupsales@theaterj.org
Tickets for patrons under 25 (limited number) are half-priced.  

Honey Brown Eyes is sponsored by Charlotte & Hank Schlosberg.  

Theater J is handicapped accessible and offers listening assisted devices for interested patrons.    

High resolution digital images are available upon request. More information about this production is available at  (202) 777-3230 or theaterj.org.

Theater J produces thought-provoking, publicly engaged, personal, passionate and entertaining plays and musicals that celebrate the distinctive urban voice and social vision that are part of the Jewish cultural legacy. Acclaimed as one of the nation's premiere playwrights theaters, Theater J presents cutting edge contemporary work alongside spirited revivals and is a nurturing home for the development and production of new work by major writers and emerging artists exploring many of the pressing moral and political issues of our time. Dedicated above all to a pursuit of artistic excellence, Theater J takes its dialogues beyond the stage, offering an array of innovative public discussion forums and outreach programs which explore the theatrical, psychological and social elements of our art. We frequently partner with those of other faiths and communities, stressing the importance of interchange among a great variety of people wishing to take part in frank, humane conversations about conflict and culture.

Additional Programming for HONEY BROWN EYES
Artistic Director’s Roundtables

At 4:45 pm, immediately following Sunday matinee performances. Free with a ticket to Honey Brown Eyes.

October 26:     
Women and Children in the Wars of Man: Giving Voice to the Unheard 
November  2:   
In the Name of Religion: The Role of the Pulpit in Prosecuting and 

                         
Protesting War 
November  9: 
Responding to Genocide: The US, the UN, and the US Holocaust 

                         
Memorial Museum
November 16:  Being  Bosnian—Identity, Memory, and the Trial of Radovan Karadzic 
November  23:
War, Music and Pop Culture in a Post-Communist World
November  30:
Post-Conflict Reconciliation: Seeds of Peace in Sarajevo

Thursday Night Talk-Backs and Peace CafÉs
Immediately following Thursday evening performances. Free with a ticket to Honey Brown Eyes.
October 23:
Post-show discussion with Artistic Director Ari Roth
October 30:     
Cast Talk-Back

November 6: 
Peace Cafe with Andy Shallal, on “Defining War Crimes”

November 13:
Being Dragan: Spotlight on Artistic Associate Alexander Strain
November 20:
Peace Café with Cast Talk-Back
ETHICS AND WAR READING SERIES

Co-produced with Journeymen Theater Ensemble.  At Church Street Theater, 1742 Church Street NW, Monday nights at 7:30 pm.  Pay-What-You-Can
October 27:
Depositions on Water-Boarding: From the Justice Department’s    


            
Office of Legal Counsel Testimony Before the House of Representatives, 


         
Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civil Rights and Civil Liberties  

                           Directed by Jeffery Sichel
November 3:   
The Trial of the Catonsville Nine 

                         
By Daniel Berrigan, Directed by Rahaleh Nassri

November 10:
Benedictus: An Iran-Israel-US Collaboration 

Created by Mahmood Karimi-Hakak, Motti Lerner, Roberta Levitow, Daniel Michaelson and Torange Yeghiazarian, Directed by Daniella Topol

CONTACT: Rebecca Ende


(202) 777-3230


rebeccae@washingtondcjcc.org                                                                                        








FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:	


September 9, 2008





PRESS OPENING:  


Sunday, October 26, 2008 at 7:30 pm














