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THEATER J PREMIERES 

JOSH KORNBLUTH’s andy warhol: good for the jews?, in conjunction with WARHOL exhibit “Ten Portraits of Jews of the Twentieth Century” 

(Washington, DC) – DC favorite Josh Kornbluth opens the world premiere of his new show ANDY WARHOL: GOOD FOR THE JEWS?, created with long-time collaborator, Director David Dower, at Theater J in association with Jonathan Reinis Productions. This comedic one-man-show is a penetrating take on ten Jewish luminaries as painted by Andy Warhol in his controversial 1980 series, Ten Portraits of Jews of the Twentieth Century. 
The original Warhol silkscreen prints that comprise Ten Portraits of Jews of the Twentieth Century, depicting such notables as Albert Einstein, Sigmund Freud George Gershwin, Franz Kafka, the Marx brothers, Golda Meir and Sarah Bernhardt, will be on exhibit in The Ann Loeb Bronfman Gallery, located in the main lobby of the Washington DCJCC, from February 25 through May 2. The Gallery is open Sunday through Thursday 10:00 am–10:00 pm and Fridays 10:00 am–4:00 pm. Admission is free.

This limited engagement of ANDY WARHOL: GOOD FOR THE JEWS?, produced in association with Jonathan Reinis productions, runs March 6–March 21, 2010 at Theater J in the Washington DCJCC’s Aaron and Cecile Goldman Theater. Performances on Saturday, March 6 at 8:00 pm and Sunday, March 7 at 3:00 pm are $30 previews. Performances on Sunday, March 7 and Tuesday, March 9 at 7:30 pm are pay-what-you-can previews. Press night is Wednesday, March 10 at 7:30 pm. A talk-back with the cast will follow the performance on Thursday, March 11. Tickets are available for $30-$55 at boxofficetickets.com or (800) 494-TIXS. Limited tickets for patrons 35 and under are half-price for all performances!

When Kornbluth first saw Ten Portraits of Jews of the Twentieth Century exhibited at The Contemporary Jewish Museum of San Francisco, he had a strong reaction to it, leading him to deface the exhibition catalogue. Kornbluth says “I put a Jewish beard and sidelocks and a yarmulke on him. I thought, if Warhol is going to Warholize the Jews, then I’m going to Jewify Warhol.” Far from being upset, the museum commissioned Kornbluth to create one of his irreverent monologues about his Warhol journey. Raised as an atheist by Marxist parents, Kornbluth decided to investigate his unease with the show by exploring its history, the subjects and their creator. In wrestling with Warhol’s motives and techniques, Kornbluth learned something about his own suppressed religious identity and the spiritual dimensions of Warhol’s art.
When Warhol created these prints in 1980, The New York Times noted that “Critics were appalled and denounced the series as crassly exploitative; audiences responded far more favorably.” Now thirty years later, the exhibition is returning to the nation’s capital. Looking back from a 30-year vantage point, Susan W. Morgenstein, who curated both the original and current exhibitions, says “This exhibit of Ten Portraits addresses several important questions: Why is Warhol and his work so popular today? How has our view of Ten Portraits changed since its first showing? And why do these images continue to intrigue viewers and provoke books, films, plays and major museum reconsiderations?”  In the Gallery, patrons have an opportunity to go through an experience similar to Kornbluth’s, finding their own meaning in these works of art.
Josh Kornbluth, a comedic autobiographical monologist based in the San Francisco bay area, returns to Theater J where his works Red Diaper Baby, The Mathematics of Change, and Ben Franklin: Unplugged made their DC debuts. Kornbluth has toured internationally, written, directed and starred in several feature films including Haiku Tunnel  and Strange Culture. A concert film of his monologue Red Diaper Baby recently debuted on The Sundance Channel.  For two seasons, he hosted “The Josh Kornbluth Show” on KQED Public Television in San Francisco and a new program, Josh Kornbluth Talks to Strangers, is in the works. In 2008, his show Citizen Josh was a hit at Arena Stage. The New York Daily News says “Kornbluth is a writer with great originality and depth and a spell-binding performer. What more can you expect from an evening at the theater?”
Director David Dower has worked closely with Kornbluth to create this piece, as well as Love & Taxes and Ben Franklin: Unplugged, both of which still tour nationally, and they collaborated on the films Haiku Tunnel and Red Diaper Baby. Dower is in his second season as Associate Artistic Director at Arena Stage, having formerly served as Artistic Director of Z Space Studio for 16 years. He commissioned and collaborated on Leigh Fondakowski’s award-winning The People’s Temple and Sara Felder’s interview-based play Keeping up with the Joans, and he’s currently working on the Z Commissions of The Los Alamos Project and Anne Galjour’s Class Project. Dower is the architect of the NEA New Play Development Program hosted by Arena Stage, serves as a consultant to the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation on issues of new-play development and was a 2006 Gerbode Fellow for Excellence in Non-Profit Leadership. 
Producer Jonathan Reinis says “Josh Kornbluth is one of the finest performers in the noble tradition of the monologist. I have produced his last three productions, Ben Franklin: Unplugged, Love & Taxes and Citizen Josh.  We have now assembled a fabulous team that has matured through the experience of working together. David Dower, as Director and co-collaborator, Josh Kornbluth as writer and performer, Marco D'Ambrosio as composer of original music, Alex Nichols as production designer and myself as Producer have become a fine tuned group and we believe that ANDY WARHOL: GOOD FOR THE JEWS?  will be the beneficiary of this unusual, ongoing  collaboration.” Reinis’s commercial production company, has produced more than 100 shows in the Bay Area, including Carrie Fisher’s Wishful Drinking, which played at Arena Stage last year, Eve Ensler’s The Vagina Monologues, Russell Simmons’s Def Poetry Jam, Dame Edna, Steve Martin’s Picasso at the Lapin Agile, Forever Tango, and John Leguizamo’s Freak. Wishful Drinking, Freak, Forever Tango, Def Poetry Jam, and Dame Edna all transferred to Broadway after their successful runs. After its engagement at Theater J, Kornbluth will take ANDY WARHOL: GOOD FOR THE JEWS?  to the Traveling Jewish Theatre in San Francisco this spring. 
Both Theater J and the Ann Loeb Bronfman Gallery are programs of the Washington DCJCC’s Morris Cafritz Center for the Arts. The Arts Center, unique among DC institutions, allows the 16th Street J to explore arts and culture from multiple disciples including theater, visual art, film and literature. By developing, curating and producing both a theater production and exhibition, the 16th Street J is offering a true multimedia experience for its audiences.  
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ZERO HOUR


Written & performed by Jim Brochu


August 29–September 27


   


LOST IN YONKERS


By Neil Simon


October 21–November 29


 


MOMMY QUEEREST


Written & performed by Judy Gold


December 16–January 3


 


THE FOUR OF US


A new play by Itamar Moses


January 20–February 21


 


ANDY WARHOL: 


GOOD FOR THE JEWS?


A world premiere written & performed by Josh Kornbluth


March 6–March 21


 


IN DARFUR


A new play by Winter Miller


March 31–April 18


 


MIKVEH


An English language premiere


by Hadar Galron


May 5–June 5


 


NEW JERUSALEM:


THE INTERROGATION OF BARUCH DE SPINOZA


A new play by David Ives


June 26–July 25
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