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ITAMAR Moses’s witty new play

THE FOUR OF US starring KARL MILLER AND DAN crane opens at theater j 

Itamar Moses’s fresh new comic drama, THE FOUR OF US, directed by Daniel De Raey, explores the nature of comradeship, memory and what happens when your dreams come true—for your best friend. This contemporary tale of two aspiring artists in their twenties will ring true for anyone who has ever seen professional envy get in the way of close friendship.
THE FOUR OF US runs January 20–February 21, 2010 at Theater J in the Washington DCJCC’s Aaron and Cecile Goldman Theater. Performances on Wednesday, January 20 and Thursday, January 21 at 7:30 pm are pay-what-you-can previews. Performances on Saturday, January 23 at 8:00 pm and Sunday, January 24 at 3:00 pm are $30 previews. Press night is Sunday, January 24 at 7:30 pm. On Thursday, February 11 at 7:30 pm, the show will have open captioning for the hearing-impaired. A talk-back with the cast will follow the performance on Thursday, January 28. Tickets are available for $30-$55 at boxofficetickets.com or (800) 494-TIXS. Limited tickets for patrons 35 and under are half-price for all performances!

As the play opens, David (played by Karl Miller) and Benjamin (Dan Crane) meet for lunch to celebrate the sale of Benjamin’s first novel.  Best friends since first attending a summer camp for aspiring musicians during their formative years, they’ve remained close and encouraging of each other in their new pursuits as writers.  But David, still struggling as a playwright, is undone by the details surrounding Benjamin’s booksale, with its staggering price tag… of two million dollars!  Even worse for David, Benjamin’s novel gets optioned by a famous Hollywood actor and David, hoping to cash in on his connection by coming on board as screenwriter finds out that friendship and the movie business don’t often make a good mix. David’s career careens sideways as Ben visits more rarified air and the friends are forced to reconsider their earlier dreams of success. This witty, non-linear, cleverly constructed play moves backwards and forwards in time, revealing telling details and offering sharply poignant insights on modern male-buddy dynamics among a new generation of the aspiring literati.

Notes artistic director Ari Roth, “like last season’s hit comedy, The Rise and Fall of Annie Hall by Sam Forman, THE FOUR OF US introduces a bold new voice for the American stage. Itamar Moses has been highly touted as a prodigy, a young American Tom Stoppard, capable of writing loquacious historical farce inspired by classical music structures, or sterling one-acts of stunning ingenuity.  Here in THE FOUR OF US, he’s done what Stoppard did in The Real Thing; he’s gotten personal; he’s gotten close-to-the-bone-revealing; he’s gotten brutally honest and, in so doing, he’s written his best play yet.”  Roth notes that while many have seen this work as a thinly veiled autobiographical tale about Moses’ longtime relationship with Everything is Illuminated author, Jonathan Safran Foer, “the truth is, it doesn’t matter whether Itamar is basing this off people we know, or have heard of, or if these details where wholly invented.  The roman a clef angle is of no interest to the playwright.  He’s much more eager to tell a story about friendship as a kind of archetype that’s mortally challenged by the insurgent forces of money, fame, affirmation and jealousy.  It’s a classical fall Moses wants us to witness; not a Vanity Fair sidebar.  Still, this can’t help but have the absolute ring of authenticity. It certainly ‘feels’ like all these events have actually happened.  And that’s the mark of a prodigious writer, which Itamar Moses most certainly is.”

Itamar Moses is the author of the full-length plays Outrage, Bach at Leipzig, Celebrity Row, The Four of Us, Yellowjackets, Back Back Back, and Completeness as well as various short plays and one-acts including Love/Stories (or: But You Will Get Used To It), Bach at Leipzig was produced at New York Theatre Workshop in 2005 and at Rep Stage in 2007. The Four of Us premiered at The Old Globe in San Francisco, where Moses was the Playwright in Residence in 2007 and was produced at The Manhattan Theatre Club in 2008. He is presently adapting Jonathan Lethem's The Fortress of Solitude. He has received new play commissions from The McCarter Theater, Playwrights Horizons, Berkeley Repertory Theatre, The Wilma Theater, Manhattan Theatre Club, and South Coast Rep Repertory. Moses holds an MFA in Dramatic Writing from NYU and has taught playwriting at Yale and NYU. He is a member of the Dramatists Guild, MCC Playwrights Coalition, Naked Angels Mag 7, and is a New York Theatre Workshop Usual Suspect. He was born in Berkeley, California, and now lives in Brooklyn, New York.

Daniel De Raey previously directed the world premieres of Thomas Keneally’s Either Or and Motti Lerner’s Passing the Love of Women at Theater J. He has been twice nominated for a Helen Hayes Award for Outstanding Director of a Resident Play: The Drawer Boy (2004) and Escape from Happiness (1996) at Round House Theatre. De Raey is most closely associated with the work of playwright George F. Walker, having directed the New York productions of Problem Child, Criminal Genius and Risk Everything (three world premieres from the Suburban Motel collection for which he also wrote the introduction) and Zastrozzi. He has also directed Chekhov’s The Celebration with Olympia Dukakis in New York; Lewis Black’s One Slight Hitch with Michael Learned in LA; Snakebit and Seasons Greetings at Round House Theatre; Tony Kushner’s Slavs! at Studio Theatre, Sight Unseen at Everyman Theatre in Baltimore, In the Garden at Signature Theatre and Curse of the Starving Class at Woolly Mammoth, co-produced with the University of Maryland.  

Karl Miller was last seen at Theater J in The Tattooed Girl by Joyce Carol and he also performed in Dan De Raey's production of Passing the Love of Women. He was most recently seen as Prior in Angels in America, Parts I and II (Forum Theatre). He was nominated for Helen Hayes Awards for Outstanding Lead Actor, Resident Play for his performances in columbinus at Round House and Hamlet at Rep Stage. Other area credits include The Lieutenant of Inishmore (Signature Theatre); This Storm Is What We Call Progress, Accidental Death of An Anarchist and Lord of the Flies (Rorschach Theatre); The Seagull and Arcadia (Rep Stage), The Cherry Orchard (Round House Theatre); Kit Marlowe, This Is Our Youth and Galileo (The Studio Theatre), Henry V and The Maids (Washington Shakespeare Company), and Passion Play, a cycle (Arena Stage).  

Daniel Crane is a Teaching Artist at The Shakespeare Theatre Company making his Theater J debut. Recently he performed in Hamlet at The Baltimore Shakespeare Festival, New Kid at Imagination Stage, Winter’s Tale at Folger Theatre and Romeo and Juliet at The Shakespeare Theatre. With a background in classical acting, he has  performed in numerous plays with the Idaho Shakespeare Festival including Hamlet, Romeo in Romeo and Juliet, As You Like It, The Two Gentlemen of Verona, Much Ado about Nothing, and Amadeus.   

Scenic Designer Tony Cisek, nine-time Helen Hayes Award nominee with four wins, returns to Theater J, having designed The Accident last year, as well as Hannah & Martin and Two by Two.  Lighting Designer Collin K. Bills, who has been nominated for seven Helen Hayes Awards with one win, has designed David in Shadow and Light, Spring Forward/Fall Back, The Disputation, Dybbuk (with Synetic Theater), The Tattooed Girl, and Homebody/Kabul (with Woolly Mammoth) at Theater J as well as amy productions at Woolly Mammoth where he is an Associate Artist.  Sound Designer Mat Otto’s credits include Benedictus, David in Shadow and Light, The Price and 25 Questions for a Jewish Mother for Theater J. Costume Designer Ivania Stack is working with Theater J for the first time but her recent credits include costume design for Angels in America at Forum Theatre, Full Circle at Woolly Mammoth and The Adding Machine and Fucking A at Studio Theatre. HannaH Crowell returns as Properties Designer having previously worked on Zero Hour and The Rise and Fall of Annie Hall.
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ZERO HOUR


Written & performed by Jim Brochu


August 29–September 27


   


LOST IN YONKERS


By Neil Simon


October 21–November 29


 


MOMMY QUEEREST


Written & performed by Judy Gold


December 16–January 3


 


THE FOUR OF US


A new play by Itamar Moses


January 20–February 21


 


ANDY WARHOL: 


GOOD FOR THE JEWS?


A world premiere written & performed by Josh Kornbluth


March 6–March 21


 


IN DARFUR


A new play by Winter Miller


March 31–April 18


 


MIKVEH


An English language premiere


by Hadar Galron


May 5–June 5


 


NEW JERUSALEM:


THE INTERROGATION OF BARUCH DE SPINOZA


A new play by David Ives


June 26–July 25
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Washington DC JCC
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Washington DCJCC
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