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Theater J presents DC Premiere of 
david ives’ hit off-broadway show, new jerusalem, The Interrogation of Baruch de Spinoza
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Tuesday, May 18, 2010            
PRESS NIGHT: Wednesday, June 30 at 7:30 pm
CONTACT: Grace Overbeke/ (202) 777-3230 / grace@theaterj.org
(Washington, DC) – The witty theological drama: New Jerusalem, The Interrogation of Baruch de Spinoza at Talmud Torah Congregation: Amsterdam, July 27, 1656, makes its DC area-premiere in Theater J’s season finale after premiering Off-Broadway at Classic Stage Company in 2008. The play follows young philosopher Baruch de Spinoza as he faces excommunication from the Jewish community for his provocative, subversive new ideas. With his special blend of cerebral language and wry humor, critically-acclaimed playwright David Ives gives Spinoza a chance to defend himself in front of a community of critics in a courtroom clash between religion and rationalism.

New Jerusalem: The Interrogation of Baruch de Spinoza runs June 26–July 25, 2010 at Theater J in the Washington DCJCC’s Aaron & Cecile Goldman Theater. Press night is Wednesday, June 30th at 7:30 pm. Performances on Saturday, June 26, at 8:00 pm and Sunday, June 27th at 3:00 pm are $30 previews. Performances on Monday, June 28 and Tuesday, June 29 are pay-what-you-can-previews. Performances on July 11, 18 and 25 at 7:30 pm are $30 Sunday night specials. On Thursday, July 15 at 7:30 pm the show will have open captioning for the hearing impaired. Tickets are available for $30-$55 at boxofficetickets.com or (800) 494-TIXS. Limited tickets for patrons 35 and under are half-price for all performances.

The play speculates on the events preceding the real-life excommunication of the legendary Baruch de Spinoza. Spinoza, often called the “absolute philosopher” of the 17th Century, was a passionate advocate of rationalism, the idea that a man’s intellect is superior to his senses. Spinoza, played by Alexander Strain (Helen Hayes Award-nominated for Theater J’s Pangs of the Messiah, and Associate Artist-in-Residence last season at Theater J) was a Portuguese Jew living in Amsterdam whose allegedly atheist beliefs not only shocked the Jewish community, but jeopardized their comfortable relationship with the surrounding Dutch society.  The drama opens with Abraham van Valkenburgh (Lawrence Redmond), a wealthy patron of Amsterdam, as he demands, “Spinoza must be silenced, and the Jews must do the silencing.”  Fighting on Spinoza’s behalf are his mentor, Rabbi Saul Levi Mortera (Michael Tolaydo, who played Strain’s father in Pangs of the Messiah) and the synagogue’s good-natured parnas, or elder, Gaspar Rodriques Ben Israel (Ethan Bowen). Ives also provides snapshots of Spinoza’s life outside the courtroom, depicting Spinoza in a tavern with his friend Simon (Brandon McCoy), a duplicitous young artist who is also the nephew of Valkenburgh. Spinoza shares a romance with Clara (Lauren Culpepper), a Christian music teacher. Despite their love, his refusal to convert to Christianity dooms their relationship.  Further complicating matters are his uneasy relations with his half-sister Rebekah (Eliza Bell) who, if not for Spinoza, would have inherited her father’s entire estate.  When Spinoza is summoned to the congregation, he has no idea that he will be forced to defend his beliefs, his relationships, and his very freedom of speech, or else be banished from the Jewish community forever. 

Making his Theater J directorial debut, New Jerusalem will be staged by Jeremy Skidmore, recently nominated for the Helen Hayes Award for Outstanding Director of a Resident Play for his work on Forum Theatre’s Angels in America: Millennium Approaches. Other recent directing projects include My Name is Asher Lev at Round House Theatre and Dirty Blonde at Signature Theatre.  Speaking of New Jerusalem, Skidmore remarks, “What excites me most about the play is how wonderfully clear and accessible David Ives has made such complex philosophical ideas ——while also including moments of his trademark humor.”
This trademark humor has made David Ives one of the most renowned contemporary playwrights in America. Ives most recently made headlines with his acclaimed new adaptation of The Liar at the Shakespeare Theatre Company. He also enjoyed great success Off-Broadway with Venus in Fur (2010). Ives authored the classic All in The Timing (1994), a collection of one-act comedies including The Philadelphia, Sure Thing, and Variations on the Death of Trotsky. His play Don Juan in Chicago (2003) received the Outer Critic's Circle's John Gassner Playwriting Award and a Drama Desk nomination for outstanding play. He has also found success adapting musicals, with his adaption of Wonderful Town moving to Broadway in 2003. The Washington Post recently quoted director Walter Bobbie deeming Ives "one of America's great wits" and a writer with "extraordinary range and intellectual muscle.”

“People can’t believe that David Ives has written such a weighty play of ideas,” notes Theater J artistic director Ari Roth,“but David, often thought of exclusively as a humorist, has actually been immersed in reading Spinoza for decades.  A master practitioner of the one-act form, David has written perhaps his most successful full-length play in New Jersualem; a play that was ever so close to transferring to Broadway following its Off-Broadway run.  We’re the first theater company outside of New York to pick it up, and we’re thrilled to be doing so.  Washington audiences seem to have an appetite for philosophical and theological discourse.  They’ll keep up with the erudition in this.  And the play is loaded with relevance as it applies to religious politics in our community in these times where dissidents who disagree with the prevailing norm are often labeled heretics and are then silenced—whether they’re right or wrong.”
Theater J will host a special discussion between playwright David Ives, The Shakespeare Theatre Company Artistic Director Michael Kahn, and director Jeremy Skidmore after New Jerusalem’s first preview, Saturday June 26. Sunday and Thursday performances will be followed by a series of talkbacks and Artistic Director roundtable discussions incorporating a variety of perspectives, including Spinoza scholars and Jewish and Interfaith Community Relations Council members, and area theologians.   
Leading the cast as Baruch Spinoza is Alexander Strain. As Theater J’s Associate Artist-In-Residence during the 2008-2009 season, Strain performed in Honey Brown Eyes, The Rise and Fall of Annie Hall, and The Seagull on 16th Street.  Mr. Strain has appeared at theaters throughout DC, recently starring in My Name is Asher Lev at Round House Theatre, and working with director Jeremy Skidmore in both Asher Lev and Forum Theatre’s Angels in America. Michael Tolaydo returns to Theater J as Spinoza’s mentor Rabbi Mortera after last delighting audiences in The Accident and Benedictus. In the DC area, he has acted in Uncle Vanya, Privates on Parade, Blue Heart and Waiting for Godot at The Studio Theatre. His Broadway credits include A Moon for the Misbegotten, Kingdoms, Dirty Linen/ New Found Land, The Robber Bridegroom, The Time of Your Life, The Three Sisters, and Edward II. Strain and Tolaydo are joined by Lawrence Redmond as the austere city leader Valkenburgh. Mr. Redmond last appeared at Theater J as Samuel in David in Shadow and Light. He also performed in Theater J’s A Bad Friend, Picasso’s Closet and Life in Refusal. He has received eight Helen Hayes Award nominations, and won two Awards. DC theaters at which he has performed include Arena Stage, where he is an Affiliate Artist, Shakespeare Theatre Company, Round House Theatre, Folger Theatre, The Studio Theatre and Signature Theatre. Ethan Bowen makes his Theater J debut as Ben Israel, the synagogue’s parnas (elder). No stranger to the DC area, Mr. Bowen has appeared in Treasure Island at Round House Theatre; Brooklyn Boy and 13 Rue du L’Amour at Olney Theater Center and The Faculty Room at Woolly Mammoth Theatre Company. His regional credits include Northern Stage Company, Lost Nation Theater, the Nebraska Shakespeare Company, The Acting Company, and New York Shakespeare Festival. 
Spinoza’s bitter and outspoken sister is played by Eliza Bell, who last appeared in Theater J’s The Accident. Ms. Bell has also appeared in Snow in June, Donnie Darko and Trust at the American Repertory Theatre and Chekhov Love Stories and Cervantes’ Gaze at the Moscow Art Theater School. She is joined by Lauren Culpepper, who makes her inaugural Theater J performance as Clara, the object of Spinoza’s doomed love. Ms. Culpepper was last seen in The Folger Theatre’s production of Orestes: A Tragic Romp. She has also performed at the Lincoln Center Institute, and received a BFA from the North Carolina School of the Arts. Completing the cast is Brandon McCoy, who just completed his performance in Reasons to be Pretty at The Studio Theatre. He has also been seen at the Washington Shakespeare Company, and in Rep Stage’s productions of In the Heart of America and Hamlet.  
New Jerusalem also unites some of DC’s top designers. Resident Artist Micha Kachman whose previous Theater J credits include Lost in Yonkers, The Seagull on 16th Street, Honey Brown Eyes and David in Shadow and Light, will design the grand courtroom-inspired set. Matt Nielson returns to Theater J after In Darfur, Honey Brown Eyes, The Rise and Fall of Annie Hall and The Seagull on 16th Street to design sound for the production. His work has been heard Off-Broadway and throughout the DC area, and received two Helen Hayes Awards. Designing the lights will be Thom Weaver, whose highly acclaimed work has been seen at prestigious theaters throughout America, including The Williamstown Theatre Festival, the Yale School of Drama, New York’s Signature Theatre Company and Lincoln Center. In DC, he worked with Aaron Posner on The Folger Theatre’s production of Macbeth. Kathleen Geldard, who has recently designed costumes for Signature Theatre’s Sweeney Todd and Olney Theatre Center’s Bus Stop will design costumes. Ms. Geldard’s other Theater J credits include Shlemiel the First, Speed-the-Plow, Spring Forward/ Fall Back, Bal Masque, The Disputation and A Bad Friend.   Properties will be designed by HannaH J Crowell, who returns to Theater J after designing props for The Four of Us, Zero Hour and The Rise and Fall of Annie Hall.  
###
The Interrogation of Baruch de Spinoza Fact Sheet
WRITTEN BY: David Ives
DIRECTED BY: Jeremy Skidmore

SCENIC DESIGNER: Misha Kachman

LIGHTING DESIGNER: Thom Weaver
SOUND DESIGNER: Matt Nielson
COSTUME DESIGNER: Kathleen Geldard
PROPERTIES DESIGNER: HannaH J. Crowell
PRODUCTION STAGE MANAGER: Roy Gross
FEATURING: Eliza Bell, Ethan Bowen, Lauren Culpepper, Brandon McCoy, Lawrence Redmond, Alexander Strain and Michael Tolaydo
PRESS NIGHT:  Wednesday, June 30 at 7:30 pm
PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE: June 26–July 25, 2010
Regular Schedule:  Wednesdays and Thursdays at 7:30 pm, Saturdays at 8:00 pm, Sundays at 3:00 and 7:30 pm
$30 Previews: Saturday, June 26 at 8:00 pm and Sunday, June 27 at 3:00 pm

Pay-What-You-Can Previews: Monday, June 28 and Tuesday, June 29 at 7:30 pm

Special Matinees: Wednesday, July 14 at Noon

Please note: There is no evening performance on Sunday, July 4. 

LOCATION: The Washington DC Jewish Community Center’s Aaron & Cecile Goldman Theater at 1529 16th Street NW in Washington, DC, 4 blocks east of Dupont Circle.

PARKING & METRO:  Limited parking in the Washington DCJCC lot; additional parking available at Colonial Parking, 1616 P Street NW; limited street parking. Dupont Circle Station RED line.
TICKETS:  $30-$55. Box Office Tickets (800) 494-TIXS or boxofficetickets.com. 

For groups of 10+ call (202) 777-3214 or email becky@theaterj.org
Tickets for patrons 35 & under are half-priced (limited number).  

Theater J is handicapped accessible and offers listening assisted devices for interested patrons.    

High resolution digital images are available upon request. More information about this production is available at  (202) 777-3230 or theaterj.org.

Theater J produces thought-provoking, publicly engaged, personal, passionate and entertaining plays and musicals that celebrate the distinctive urban voice and social vision that are part of the Jewish cultural legacy. Acclaimed as one of the nation's premiere playwrights theaters, Theater J presents cutting edge contemporary work alongside spirited revivals and is a nurturing home for the development and production of new work by major writers and emerging artists exploring many of the pressing moral and political issues of our time. Dedicated above all to a pursuit of artistic excellence, Theater J takes its dialogues beyond the stage, offering an array of innovative public discussion forums and outreach programs which explore the theatrical, psychological and social elements of our art. We frequently partner with those of other faiths and communities, stressing the importance of interchange among a great variety of people wishing to take part in frank, humane conversations about conflict and culture.
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ZERO HOUR


Written & performed by Jim Brochu


August 29–September 27


   


LOST IN YONKERS


By Neil Simon
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MOMMY QUEEREST


Written & performed by Judy Gold


December 16–January 3


 


THE FOUR OF US


A new play by Itamar Moses


January 20–February 21
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GOOD FOR THE JEWS?


A world premiere written & performed by Josh Kornbluth


March 6–March 21


 


IN DARFUR


A new play by Winter Miller


March 31–April 18


 


MIKVEH


An English language premiere


by Hadar Galron


May 5–June 5


 


NEW JERUSALEM:


THE INTERROGATION OF BARUCH DE SPINOZA


A new play by David Ives


June 26–July 25
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