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SEPT 9–28, 2008

SANDRA BERNHARD’S

WITHOUT YOU I’M NOTHING

By Sandra Bernhard & John Boskovich
Directed by Kenneth Hartung 
& Sandra Bernhard
Opening Night: Wednesday, Sept. 10 at 8:00 pm
OCT 22–NOV 30, 2008

HONEY BROWN EYES

By Stephanie Zadravec

Directed by Jessica Lefkow
Featuring Alexander Strain
Opening Night: Sunday, Oct. 26 at 7:30 pm
DEC 17, 2008–JAN 11, 2009
THEODORE BIKEL in
SHOLOM ALEICHEM: 

LAUGHTER THROUGH TEARS

By Theodore Bikel
Directed by Derek Goldman

Musical Direction by Tamara Brooks
Press Night: Sunday, Dec. 28 at 7:30 pm 

THEATER J ANNOUNCES POWERFUL 
2008-2009 SEASON 

FEATURING SANDRA BERNHARD, THEODORE BIKEL, 
THE CAMERI THEATRE OF TEL AVIV, THREE WORLD PREMIERES
AND A NEW TAKE ON A CHEKHOVIAN CLASSIC

                                For Immediate Release: May 6, 2008

 

      Contact: Rebecca Ende / (202) 777-3230 / rebeccae@washingtondcjcc.org

(Washington, DC) — Artistic Director Ari Roth has announced Theater J's 2008-2009 season with a line-up of big name performers and exciting new works that span the globe in their scope.  To kick off the season, Theater J presents a limited engagement 20th Anniversary restaging of Sandra Bernhard's Without You I'm Nothing.  Theater legend Theodore Bikel will premiere his new one-man show with music Sholom Aleichem: Laughter Through Tears, the story of the great Yiddish storyteller Sholom Aleichem's trip to America. Two impressive young playwrights will also premiere their new works: Stephanie Zadravec with Honey Brown Eyes, a heart wrenching drama set in the Bosnian war, and Sam Forman with The Rise and Fall of Annie Hall, a sharp coming-of-age comedy about a musical book writer looking for his big break in New York.  In the winter of 2009, Theater J presents the second installment of its Voices From a Changing Middle East Festival focusing on the Israeli voice with The Accident, a sexy morality tale about infidelity and other misdemeanors, starring Michael Tolaydo, and limited engagements of Plonter (Tangle), an acclaimed production from The Cameri Theatre of Tel Aviv that takes both a satirical and harrowing look at the impact of the security wall on Arabs and Israelis, and Dai (Enough) Iris Bahr's hit Off-Broadway show set in an Israeli café just minutes before a terrible calamity.  A modern reframing of Anton's Chekhov first great play, The Seagull on 16th Street, adapted by Artistic Director Ari Roth and starring Naomi Jacobson, Jerry Whiddon and Alexander Strain will close the season.  

Coming off of its most successful season ever, Theater J (in spite of a 2% area-wide decline in theater attendance) has seen its single ticket sales increase by 45% during the 2007-08 season, with 35 sold-out performances and the highest grossing show in the theater’s history.  In March, Theater J received the Mayor's Arts Award for Excellence in an Artistic Discipline, recognizing the company's substantial history of achievement. Alexander Strain, nominated for a Helen Hayes Award for his performance in Pangs of the Messiah and heralded by The Washington Post as one of last season's top “performances to savor,” will return as Theater J’s first-ever Associate Artist-in-Residence, starring as Dragan, a conflicted Serbian soldier in Honey Brown Eyes, a tongue-in-cheek “tortured genius” in The Rise and Fall of Annie Hall, and as Constantine Gavrilovich, the heart-sick romantic writer in The Seagull on 16th Street.  Theater J's success this year has inspired it to bring back not only the outstanding Pangs of the Messiah Israeli creative team including director Sinai Peter, scenic designer Kinereth Kisch, costume designer Dalia Penn, and sound designer Hannah Hakohen to stage The Accident, but also the entire production of Plonter with its nine-member cast from the heralded Cameri Theatre.  As part of Voices from a Changing Middle East: Part II, every performance of Plonter will be followed by either a cast talkback or Peace Café discussion, as Theater J and Busboys and Poets owner Andy Shallal continue to bring the community together for candid conversations about art and politics in relation to the conflict in the Middle East. 

“The dominant voice of this season is one of youth embroiled in conflict, clinging valiantly to a semblance of morality," Artistic Director Ari Roth says of the upcoming roster of shows “as we watch young soldiers and artists try to find their place in the world.”  This season also spans a global perspective, journeying from Bosnia in 1992, to Ukraine at the turn of the 20th Century, to modern day Israel, China, Palestine and New York, ending in the 19th century Russian countryside. “Not only are we engaging with big issues in the world; the greatest talents in the world are coming to us!  Israelis and Arabs; Bosnians and Serbs; Russian-born designers, Australian performance artists; and Ethiopian Jewish actors; it seems we've become an international theater!”


Theater J will continue to present works in development as part of its Incubator Series. These workshops of solo performance pieces and staged readings of new plays allow audiences to see a play progress as they take an interactive part in the play’s refinement process. This year's presentations will include Cordeila: Mein Kindt, a personal exploration written and performed by Australian performance artist Deborah Leiser-Moore about a modern-day Cordelia-like character interacting with her aging King Lear of a father, a Holocaust survivor.  As part of Theater J’s Middle East Festival, Ethiopian-Israeli film star Sirak Sabahat (Live and Become) will also unveil his new solo work From the Bible to the Subway, commissioned by Theater J, which will be presented at the Sixth & I Historic Synagogue.  Additional Incubator projects will be announced throughout the year.  
###

Theater J’s 2008-2009 season is as follows:

SEPT 9–28, 2008

SANDRA BERNHARD’S WITHOUT YOU I’M NOTHING

By Sandra Bernhard & John Boskovich

Directed by Kenneth Hartung & Sandra Bernhard

Opening Night: Wednesday, Sept. 10 at 8:00 pm


To celebrate the 20th anniversary of the show that catapulted her career into the stratosphere, Sandra Bernhard kicks-off a world-wide tour of this newly minted revival at Theater J.  An electrifying fusion of lethal satire, sly cabaret, and sizzling rock 'n' roll, Sandra's brilliant diatribes on the state of modern culture still burn bright and smart. Backed by her band, The Rebellious Jezebels, this comic diva on Comedy Central's list of the “100 Greatest Stand-Ups of All Times” also belts with the force of a true vocalist. The New York Times declares that audiences should “give the Dame her due. It's invigorating to be in the presence of a True Original.”
 
Notes Artistic Director Ari Roth, “We're all still sort of pinching ourselves that this gig has worked out for us and all of Washington.”  After great residencies from the likes of the band BETTY (BETTY Rules), and powerhouse comedians like Judy Gold (25 Questions for a Jewish Mother) and Sherry Glaser (Family Secrets), Theater J knew its audiences were ready to embrace this titanic talent.  “She’s another strong, irreverent Jewish woman with a potty mouth and a heart of gold,” quips Roth.  Theater J Council member Jack Moskowitz, who is Sandra’s uncle, made the connection between Roth and Sandra's manager. “This will be an awesome opportunity to catch this media giant up close, personal and fabulous!” 


OCT 22–NOV 30, 2008
HONEY BROWN EYES
World Premiere by Stephanie Zadravec
Directed by Jessica Lefkow
Featuring Alexander Strain
Opening Night: Sunday, Oct. 26 at 7:30 pm

Set in 1992 in the midst of the Bosnian war, this play follows the parallel stories of two soldiers; one in a kitchen in Sarajevo and the other in a kitchen in Visegrad, both trying to recover a little of the humanity they've lost during the war. A Serbian paramilitary played by Alexander Strain must face the consequences of his own brutality, while a Bosnian resistance fighter, crippled by the limits of his own courage, seeks refuge with a kindred soul. In this play by DC-born playwright Stephanie Zadravec, unlikely partnerships emerge amidst a story of horror, humanity, and stunning relevance. “It's a story of how Bosnians and Serbs, who used to make music together, admire and even love each other, can, in the course of a decade, turn into mortal enemies,” explains Roth.  “The play has the courage to show the heart and the still beating conscience in both perpetrator and victim.”  Zadravec's work has been presented at The Barrow Group, Bay Street Theatre, Phoenix Theatre, The Kennedy Center, Vital Theater, Mae West Fest, and New York Theatre Barn.


DEC 17, 2008–JAN 11, 2009
THEODORE BIKEL in SHOLOM ALEICHEM: LAUGHTER THROUGH TEARS
World Premiere by Theodore Bikel
Directed by Derek Goldman
Musical Direction by Tamara Brooks
Press Night: Sunday, Dec. 28 at 7:30 pm

Theatrical legend Theodore Bikel returns to Theater J to unveil this deeply researched, powerfully felt, and beautifully sung show about the pioneering 19th Century author Sholom Aleichem. Most famous for his performances as the original Baron Von Trapp in The Sound of Music and Broadway's most-recognizable Tevye from Fiddler on the Roof, Bikel starred in Theater J's hit shows The Disputation and Shylock. Based on the true tale of the great Yiddish storyteller's youth, fame and challenging journey in America where he eventually died, the play begins with the writing of a will insisting that Sholom Aleichem be remembered with laughter or not remembered at all. This story is told with humor and a rich catalogue of Yiddish songs performed with Grammy-nominated Tamara Brooks on piano and internationally-renowned Bosnian accordionist Merima Kljuco.  
 
“We're so honored to be working on this text with Theo,” remarks Roth who has seen the script through developmental workshops at Georgetown University with Bikel.  “It's remarkable that an 84-year-old artist should find himself in the midst of writing a new play that he's been honing for the past decade.  It's even more astonishing when that artist is willing to do rewrites!  He has an amazing mind, and is driven by a strong sense of mission to be keep the language of Yiddish alive and the real substance of our culture a felt and familiar presence in our lives.  Bikel is a walking, singing encyclopedia of Jewish culture.  He's a performer of immense virtuosity and now he also has the distinction of being a playwright who's shaped great literary material into a moving biographical drama.”

______________________________________________________________

VOICES FROM A CHANGING MIDDLE EAST: PART II
JANUARY–MARCH 2009

JAN 14–18, 2009
DAI (Enough)
Written and performed by Iris Bahr
Originally directed Off-Broadway by Will Pomerantz
Opening Night: Wednesday, Jan. 14 at 7:30 pm

Making its Washington debut after its heralded Off-Broadway run earlier this season, the Israeli-American comic chameleon Iris Bahr (of Curb Your Enthusiasm) leads us into the colorful world of a Tel Aviv café and the lives of eleven inhabitants from every strata of Israeli society only minutes before a terrible calamity. Through Bahr's remarkable characterizations, these eccentric, hilarious, lost souls come to life in this Drama Desk and Lucille Lortell Award-nominated drama balancing humor and tragedy into a moving and important play; one that The New York Times says packs “a jolt that is undeniable,” that you “are likely to feel for days after.”   
 
“This week-long run of DAI gets our 'Voices From a Changing Middle East Festival' off to a riveting start with one remarkable actress singing the national theatrical anthem of her homeland in a rousing, multi-stranded composition,” waxes Roth. “The play exerts a tenacious hold on the heartstrings of the people who see it. And the play has aroused enormous passions here in our community.  I can't tell you how many Washingtonians have called me to say, 'You have got to show this play.  It's just so important for people to see!'  What are they responding to?  Well, it's one of the only plays around that shows how Israelis live their lives in the shadow of security threats, disrupting normal routine with abject violence at the most unexpected of moments.”


FEB 4–MARCH 8, 2009
THE ACCIDENT
By Hillel Mitelpunkt
Directed by Sinai Peter
Featuring Michael Tolaydo
Opening Night: Sunday, Feb. 8 at 7:30 pm

In this gripping, modern Israeli drama, a fatal accident on New Year’s Eve leaves a Chinese immigrant foreign worker dead on the road. Two couples' intersecting lives unravel, their indiscretions rising to the surface in the aftermath of their decision not to report the collision. When the daughter of one of the couples discovers the hidden secret, she undertakes a moral interrogation of the Israeli upper-middle class, looking closely at the state of affairs her generation has inherited.  This play, from popular Israeli playwright Hillel Mitelpunkt, who has been called Israel's David Mamet, takes a biting look at Israeli society.  The Israeli creative team from last season's Helen Hayes Award nominated Pangs of the Messiah, including director Sinai Peter, scenic designer Kinereth Kisch, costume designer Dalia Penn, and sound designer Hannah Hakohen, will be reunited with leading actor and DC favorite Michael Tolaydo for this production. 
 
“What's so amazing about the play,” notes Roth “is that it's at once an incredible metaphor illustrating how an entire class of society lives in a state of denial and, at the same, it's a thrilling sexual drama. It's like Patrick Marber's Closer meeting up with Woody Allen's Crimes and Misdemeanors. It's both sexy and disturbing.  And it's about Zionism without ever explicitly being about Zionism. It's also about Israel as it relates to the Far East, not just the West, or its Middle East neighbors.   There's something incredibly up-to-date about this portrait.”


MARCH 14–29, 2009
PLONTER (Tangle)
Co-written and directed by Yael Ronen
Produced by The Cameri Theater of Tel Aviv 
Opening Night: Sunday, March 15 at 7:30 pm

Nine Israeli Arabs and Jews teamed up to create this scathing, candid, satirical series of interconnected tales of lives bound up in each other’s travails in the shadow of the security wall.  Tensions pervade the households of both Palestinians and Israelis, as does humor, and so, ultimately, does tragedy in interlocking scenes woven into a larger story of fear, humor, hatred and sorrow that haunts every aspect of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  Theater J will bring over this hit multi-media production from The Cameri Theatre, the widely acclaimed Israeli company that brought its triumphant, kinetic production of Hamlet to DC last season, with support from the Israeli Embassy. The production will feature nightly talk-backs with the English speaking cast, in a production performed in Hebrew, Arabic and some English, with simultaneous super-titles projected in all three languages.
 
“This production was the hit of the IsraDrama Festival,” comments Roth of the production he saw last year.  “It's the voice of a younger generation of Israelis, both Arabs and Jews, creating and arguing together, embarking on theatrical journeys together in a satirical, tragic, and ultimately hopeful expression of reckoning and transformation. We'll be flying over 20 members of the Cameri company, easily the most extensive residency of a theater troupe we've ever hosted,” says Roth.  “But the Cameri proved last season to all of DC just what a special and important theater it is.  We’re thrilled to be partnering with them.”

______________________________________________________________


APRIL 15–MAY 24, 2009
THE RISE AND FALL OF ANNIE HALL
By Sam Forman
Directed by Shirley Serotsky
Opening Night: Sunday, April 19 at 7:30 pm

In this sharp new play with music by sought after playwright and screenwriter Sam Forman, Henry Blume is an enterprising librettist with a great idea and the moxie to pull it off.  He and his writing partner dream of making a musical adaptation of Annie Hall. But complications ensue as he's compelled to betray his girlfriend, his composer and his own biography in a scheme to secure the rights through the daughter of Woody Allen's former producer.  He stalks her on Facebook and eventually wins over permission to make the musical.  It's only then that he sees his love life-—not to mention his moral integrity-—begin to crumble. This hilarious comedy about skyscraper ambitions and finding one's way in a celebrity driven town is as modern as it gets, with late night text messaging, wayward Googling, and a keen ear tuned to the ways of a new generation.
 
“Sam Forman's the real deal,” notes Roth. “A hot new writer with a great idea.  He's a protégée of the late Wendy Wasserstein who recommended earlier scripts to us of Sam’s like The Grille Room which put him on the map.  Now he's set to break out, both as a screenwriter and playwright, and we're happy he's teaming up with DC director, Shirley Serotsky,” recently nominated for a Helen Hayes Award for Outstanding Director for her work staging References to Salvador Dali Make Me Hot with Rorschach Theatre.


JUNE 17–JULY 19, 2009
THE SEAGULL ON 16TH STREET
By Anton Chekhov, Translation by Carol Rocamora, Adapted by Ari Roth
Directed by John Vreeke
Featuring Naomi Jacobson, Alexander Strain and Jerry Whiddon

Opening Night: Sunday, June 21 at 7:30 pm
  
Youth is envied, challenged and mortally wounded in this tale of lovelorn artists, civil servants and serfs by the great Russian writer, Anton Chekhov.  Theater J's adaptation, inspired by Louis Malle's brilliant cinematic rendering, Vanya on 42nd Street, locates its own intersection at the corner of 16th and Q Streets to provide the summer stage for a journey back to the estate of Pyotr Nikolayevich Sorin and this roundelay of people falling in love with those they shouldn't.  The play famously begins with the young playwright, Treplev making the case that the mandate of the theater be expanded to embrace new forms and new expressions.  The talented cast will be led by Jerry Whiddon (6-time Helen Hayes Award nominee and founding Artistic Director of Round House Theatre) as the famous author Trigorin, Naomi Jacobson (who has received 10 Helen Hayes Award nominations including one award) as his lover, the grande dame Arkadina, and Alexander Strain as her son, the romantic and raging young playwright, Constantine.    
 
Artistic Director and playwright Ari Roth together with Theater J Resident Director John Vreeke will bring a fresh perspective to this eternal tale of love, loss and the drama of making art.  Roth elaborates “Our production will frame this timeless classic with a modern day group of actors wondering whether Chekhov, in fact, had a Jewish soul, or was he the product of anti-Semitism, and how might our own mandate as a theater company be in need of expansion, just as romantically high-minded Constantine suggests.” 

Incubator Presentations include:

DEC 23, 2008
CORDELIA, MEIN KINDT
Written and performed by Deborah Leiser-Moore
In conjunction with the Embassy of Australia

Cordelia, Mein Kindt is a duet for film and live body - a personal exploration of a present-day Cordelia-like character revealed through language and visual imagery.  This piece, inspired by Shakespeare's play, references its thematic antecedents and entwines them with original interviews on video between a daughter and her father, a Yiddish speaking Holocaust survivor approaching the end of his time on earth. Melbourne-based performance artist Deborah Leiser-Moore is the artistic director of Tashmadada, a contemporary Australian performance company committed to bringing together arts practitioners, as well as providing a forum for discussion about the arts, exploring performance in a uniquely kinetic style.
Voices From a Changing Middle East: Part II
JAN 24, 2009
FROM THE BIBLE TO THE SUBWAY
Written and performed by Sirak Sabahat
Commissioned and presented by Theater J at 6th & I Historic Synagogue
Supported in part by the Puffin Foundation  
  
In this autobiographical piece, Ethiopian Prince Sirak Sabahat explores his experience migrating to Israel as a child and growing up as a Jew of color in the promised land.  A prominent actor in the Middle East, Sabahat is the only Ethiopian-born Israeli to ever be awarded an Israeli Oscar.  

# # #
Theater J Fact Sheet:
LOCATION:

Theater J performs in the Aaron & Cecile Goldman Theater at the Washington DC Jewish Community Center at 1529 16th Street NW in Washington, DC, 4 blocks east of Dupont Circle.

REGULAR PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE: 

Wednesdays and Thursdays at 7:30 pm, Saturdays at 8:00 pm, Sundays at 3:00 and 7:30 pm

(Schedule does not apply to Without You I’m Nothing)  
PARKING & METRO:


Discounted parking available every night at Colonial Parking, 1616 P Street, NW ($4 when validated at the front desk); Limited $5 parking in the DCJCC lot. Limited street parking. Dupont Circle Station RED line (Q Street exit).  
TICKETS: 

$20–$65 Call Box Office Tickets (800) 494-TIXS or www.boxofficetickets.com. 

For groups of 20+ call (202)777-3214 or email theaterj@washingtondcjcc.org 

Tickets for patrons 25 & under: Half-price ($15-$32.50)
Theater J is handicapped-accessible and offers assisted listening devices for interested patrons.  

High resolution digital images are available upon request. 
Theater J produces thought-provoking, publicly engaged, personal, passionate and entertaining plays and musicals that celebrate the distinctive urban voice and social vision that are part of the Jewish cultural legacy. Acclaimed as one of the nation's premiere playwrights theaters, Theater J, a program of the Washington DC Jewish Community Center, presents cutting edge contemporary work alongside spirited revivals and is a nurturing home for the development and production of new work by major writers and emerging artists exploring many of the pressing moral and political issues of our time. Dedicated above all to a pursuit of artistic excellence, Theater J takes its dialogues beyond the stage, offering an array of innovative public discussion forums and outreach programs which explore the theatrical, psychological and social elements of our art. Theater J works in collaboration with the five other components of the Washington DCJCC’s Morris Cafritz Center for the Arts, which includes the Washington Jewish Film Festival and Screening Room, the Ann Loeb Bronfman Gallery, the Hyman S. and Freda Bernstein Jewish Literary Festival, and the Washington Jewish Music Festival. Theater J frequently partners with those of other faiths and communities, stressing the importance of interchange among a great variety of people wishing to take part in frank, humane conversations about conflict and culture. More information about these productions is available by calling (202)777-3230 or by visiting www.theaterj.org.
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