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          FULL-RUN SHOWS

AUG 29–SEP 27, 2009

ZERO HOUR

Written & Performed by Jim Brochu

Directed by Piper Laurie

Opening Night: Wednesday, Sep. 2 at 7:30 pm

OCT 21–NOV 29, 2009

LOST IN YONKERS

By Neil Simon

Directed by Jerry Whiddon

Opening Night: Sunday, Oct. 25 at 7:30 pm

JAN 20–FEB 21, 2010

THE FOUR OF US

By Itamar Moses

Directed by Daniel DeRay

Opening Night: Sunday, Jan. 24 at 7:30 pm 

MAY 5–JUN 5, 2010

MIKVEH

By Hadar Galron 

Directed by Shirley Serotsky

Part of Voices from a Changing Middle East: Voice of the Woman
Opening Night: Sunday, May 9 at 7:30 pm

JUN 26–JUL 25, 2010

NEW JERUSALEM              

The Interrogation of Baruch de Spinoza at Talmud Torah Congregation: Amsterdam, July 27, 1656

Written by David Ives
Directed by Jeremy Skidmore

Opening Night: Wednesday, Jun. 30 at 7:30 pm
THEATER J ANNOUNCES A ROBUST

2009-2010 SEASON 

FEATURING PLAYS BY JIM BROCHU, NEIL SIMON, JUDY GOLD, 

ITAMAR MOSES, JOSH KORNBLUTH, WINTER MILLER, HADAR GALRON AND DAVID IVES

 

      For Immediate Release: June 17, 2009

 

      Contact: Rebecca Ende / (202) 777-3230 / rebecca@theaterj.org

(Washington, DC) —Theater J proudly announces its 2009-2010 season, which includes an array of new plays by emerging and established playwrights, the revival a modern American classic, as well as brand new solo work by stand-out performers and a continuation of work dealing with the Middle East—for a year spanning the globe, the decades, the centuries and religious divides. 

Opening the season is Jim Brochu’s ZERO HOUR, a penetrating study of the fantastically contrary and hilarious star, Zero Mostel, artist, activist and blacklisted actor.  Next Theater J presents LOST IN YONKERS, arguably Neil Simon’s best play, a Pulitzer Prize winner and four-time Tony Award recipient, featuring DC superstar actresses Holly Twyford and Tana Hicken. In the winter, hot young talent Itamar Moses brings his irreverently funny Off-Broadway gem THE FOUR OF US, which explores the evolution of a close friendship between two young writers when only one of them hits it big, to DC. In the spring, we revisit our ongoing Voices from a Changing Middle East Festival with Hadar Galron’s MIKVEH, which takes us inside the insular world of a religious community to explore the ever-changing role of women in Israeli society. This third iteration of our festival, subtitled Voice of the Woman, will also feature a series of readings exploring women’s experiences in Israeli and Arab lands. Closing the season is another Off-Broadway hit, David Ives’ NEW JERUSALEM (with the informative subtitle, The Interrogation of Baruch de Spinoza at Talmud Torah Congregation: Amsterdam, July 27, 1656). This witty and assiduously researched courtroom drama puts young philosopher Baruch de Spinoza, played by Theater J Associate Artist Alexander Strain, on trial for his divergent theological views, examining the clash between religion, rationality and modernity.

In addition to five shows with full-length runs, Theater J is presenting three limited engagement productions that bring a broader array of perspectives to the Theater J stage. Judy Gold (25 Questions for a Jewish Mother) is back in December with her newest show MOMMY QUEEREST, a comic multi-media memoir with original music guaranteed both to provoke and have audiences falling out of their seats with laughter. In the spring, DC favorite Josh Kornbluth (Citizen Josh, Red Diaper Baby) performs his new one-man show ANDY WARHOL: GOOD FOR THE JEWS?, in which he considers the enigmatic pop-artist’s commissioned paintings of ten Jewish luminaries, including Albert Einstein, George Gershwin, Golda Meir and the Marx Brothers. Also in the spring, Theater J presents Winter Miller’s new play IN DARFUR, a searing, journalistically-based story of international significance based on the true story of a reporter’s journey into Sudan and Chad.

“Following a year in which Theater J saw its largest audiences and the most sold-out shows to date, hosted big stars like Sandra Bernhard and Theodore Bikel, and recieved our first Helen Hayes Award, the Charles MacArthur Award for Outstanding New Play for Stephanie Zadravec’s Honey Brown Eyes, we certainly have a lot to live up to next season,” comments Artistic Director Ari Roth, “but we’ve chosen a line-up that’s up to the challenge.” He summarizes next year’s line-up by saying, “Our new season is about resilience; about extraordinary characters persevering through rough and rocky times; trailblazers of independent thought staking out strong territory, making history, sometimes controversially, often quite humorously. We’re bringing back favorite performers and introducing a host of new artists. We really listened to our audience who told us what they most wanted to see: brand new plays by brilliant writers on compelling themes; continued programming of an array of voices from Israel and throughout the Middle East, and classic American dramas that have held up over the years with something new to say about our times.”
###
Theater J’s 2009-2010 season is as follows:

AUG 29–SEP 27, 2009

ZERO HOUR

Written & Performed by Jim Brochu

Directed by Piper Laurie

Opening Night: Wednesday, Sept. 2 at 7:30 pm

The ebullient, mercurial star of stage and screen Zero Mostel (best known for his portrayal of comic characters such as Tevye in Fiddler on the Roof, Pseudolus in A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum, and Max Bialystock in The Producers) once said that the freedom of any society is directly proportional to the volume of its laughter. In this one-man tour de force that’s won “Best Play” honors from coast to coast, Jim Brochu shares the story of a man who, in the shadow of McCarthyism, had the courage to stand up and tell a joke.  With an inquiring New York Times reporter at the door, Mostel is forced to confront his bitterness about being blacklisted and must decide whether to go back and work with the legendary director who named names (including his) before Congress.  Kicking off Theater J’s season of resilient, iconoclastic truth-tellers who mince no words, this timely study reintroduces audiences to a larger than life talent whose penchant for candor and moral outrage have been sorely missed. 
Jim Brochu is an actor, writer, director and playwright. Brochu's acting career has taken him to regional stages all over the United States, including the Washington Theatre Club, the Alliance Theatre in Atlanta, two seasons at the Goodspeed Opera House and at the legendary Café DejaVu in Los Angeles. He is the co-writer of the hit musicals The Last Session and The Big Voice: God or Merman?  A friend of Lucille Ball, he is the author of the unauthorized biography Lucy in the Afternoon.


OCT 21–NOV 29, 2009

LOST IN YONKERS

By Neil Simon

Directed by Jerry Whiddon

Featuring Tana Hicken, Holly Twyford, Lise Bruneau and Marcus Kyd with Kevin Bergen, Kyle Schliefer and Max Talisman 
Opening Night: Sunday, Oct. 25 at 7:30 pm

In a remarkable coming of age comic drama that was awarded 4 Tony Awards and Neil Simon’s only Pulitzer Prize, two brothers are left to fend for themselves in a dysfunctional household with their formidable immigrant grandmother, played by Tana Hicken; sweet but simple-minded aunt, played by Holly Twyford; and a hoodlum of an uncle, played by Marcus Kyd, who is mixed up with the mob. With their dad on the road selling scrap, the boys learn a lesson about the resourcefulness of family in this classic American tale set during the 1940s, an economically challenged time looking eerily similar to our own.  Pointedly comic, atmospheric, gritty, and heart-breakingly poignant, this production marks Theater J’s first encounter with a full-length work by Neil Simon since its move into the Aaron & Cecile Goldman Theater in 1997.

Neil Simon, one of the most reliable hit makers in Broadway history with The Odd Couple, Barefoot in the Park, Brighton Beach Memoirs and Biloxi Blues among many others, is one of the most performed playwrights in the world. Though primarily a comic writer, his plays often reflect on the 20th-Century Jewish-American experience. Lost in Yonkers, considered by many to be his best work, premiered on Broadway in 1992 in a production starring Mercedes Ruehl and the late Irene Worth.  Director Jerry Whiddon, former artistic director of Round House Theatre, returns to Theater J having most recently staged Speed-the-Plow for the company and soon to appear as the famous author Trigorin in the company’s 2008-09 season finale, The Seagull on 16th Street. Recent Helen Hayes Award-winner for his work on Stunning, Dan Conway (Born Guilty, Tattooed Girl, Talley’s Folly, Speed-the-Plow ) will design the set for Lost in Yonkers.
DEC 16, 2009–JAN 3, 2010 (Limited Engagement)

MOMMY QUEEREST             

Written & Performed by Judy Gold

Opening Night: Sunday, Dec. 20 at 7:30 pm

From the creator of 25 Questions for a Jewish Mother, comedian Judy Gold is back in this edgy, multi-media memoir with original music featuring her hysterical takes on being a working gay mom and raising two boys in New York City. There is no stone unturned: her mother, anti-depressants, nursing homes, parenting, gay marriage, and of course what she truly thinks about her kids—they are annoying, expensive, and they better pluck out her chin hairs when she’s in the Hebrew Home for the Aged. Gay or straight, black or white, Jew or non-denominational neurotic, this show will have you falling out of your seat with laughter.

Judy Gold, who won two Emmy-Awards for writing and producing “The Rosie O’Donald Show,” is also a well-known performer, twice nominated for The American Comedy Award’s funniest female stand-up comedienne.  Her most recent TV special is a half-hour show for LOGO and she is featured in the HBO documentary “All Aboard.”  Gold’s many stand-up specials include “Comedy Central Presents: Judy Gold,” Comedy Central’s “Tough Crowd Stands Up” and her half-hour HBO special, for which she received a Cable Ace Award.  She has also been in many films and TV shows: The Aristocrats, “Law & Order,” “The View,” “Sex in the City,” “The Tonight Show with Jay Leno,” and “The Conan O’Brien Show,” to name a few.  She has hosted the GLADD MEDIA AWARDS, which aired on LOGO and VH1, Comedy Central’s “100 Greatest Stand-Ups of All Time,” and HBO’s “At the Multiplex with Judy Gold.”        

JAN 20–FEB 21, 2010

THE FOUR OF US

By Itamar Moses

Directed by Daniel DeRay

Featuring Dan Crane and Karl Miller

Opening  Night: Sunday, Jan. 24 at 7:30 pm 

When Ben’s first novel vaults him into literary stardom, his best friend David, a struggling playwright, is thrilled for his newfound success...or is he? Should Ben help David by using his new connections to Hollywood? Can David expect such favors from his friend? And, most importantly, who should pay for lunch? This hip, intricate comedy by an exciting new voice on the American playwriting scene explores how friendship survives in the face of success, and what happens when dreams come true…and not for you. 
Playwright Itamar Moses is the author of the full-length plays Outrage, Bach At Leipzig, Celebrity Row, Yellowjackets, Back Back Back, and Completeness, and various short plays and one-acts. He is presently adapting Jonathan Lethem's The Fortress of Solitude. His work has appeared Off-Broadway and elsewhere in New York, at regional theaters across the country and in Canada, and has been published by Faber & Faber, Heinemann Press, Playscripts Inc., Samuel French, Inc., and Vintage. He has received new play commissions from The McCarter Theater, Playwrights Horizons, Berkeley Repertory Theatre, The Wilma Theater, Manhattan Theatre Club, and South Coast Rep Repertory. Multi-Helen Hayes Award-winner Tony Cisek (Hannah & Martin, The Accident) will design the set for this production. Colin Bills (Lights) and Matt Otto (Sound) will join him on the creative team. 
MAR 6–21, 2010 (Limited Engagement)

ANDY WARHOL: GOOD FOR THE JEWS?          

Written & Performed by Josh Kornbluth

Directed by David Dower 

Opening Night: Wednesday, March 10 at 7:30 pm

A humorous and penetrating take on ten Jewish luminaries as painted by Andy Warhol in his controversial 1980 series, Ten Portraits of Jews of the Twentieth Century. DC favorite Josh Kornbulth considers the radical aesthetic of the pop art enigma who was commissioned to paint Albert Einstein, George Gershwin, Golda Meir and the Marx Brothers.  In wrestling with Warhol’s motives and techniques, Kornbluth learns something about his own suppressed religious identity and the spiritual dimensions of Warhol’s art.  

Josh Kornbluth is a comedic autobiographical monologist based in the San Francisco bay area who has toured internationally, written and starred in several feature films, and hosted “The Josh Kornbluth Show” for two season. In 2008, he performed his hit show Citizen Josh at Arena Stage. The New York Daily News says “Kornbluth is a writer with great originality and depth and a spell-binding performer. What more can you expect from an evening at the theater?” 
MAR 31–APR 18, 2010 (Limited Engagement)
IN DARFUR          

By Winter Miller

Directed by Derek Goldman

Featuring Lucas Beck, Jessica Frances Duke, Carl James, Rahaleh Nassri, Erika Rose, Deidra LaWan Starnes and Brandon White
Opening Night: Saturday, April 3 at 7:30 pm

Can one woman’s story stand for the plight of a nation?  And what are the costs mobilizing world opinion? Inspired by her travels with New York Times columnist Nicholas Kristof, Winter Miller’s impeccably researched chronicle of the unfolding genocide in Sudan centers on three intertwined lives at a refugee camp for internally displaced persons in Darfur. This searing chronicle, based on true events, looks at recent situation in Sudan and pits the desperate need of a people alongside the complicated ethics of those destined to tell the tale.

Winter Miller began her writing career as a journalist and was formerly the assistant to Nicholas Kristof, The New York Times op-ed columnist since 2001, who has won two Pulitzer Prizes for his work which has brought to light human rights abuses in Asia and Africa. Winter traveled with Kristof to the border of Sudan to interview survivors of the Darfur genocide in 2006. In Darfur was developed by The Guthrie Theater, The Public Theater, Geva Theater, and The Playwrights Center and was produced by The Public Theatre and performed at the Delacrote Theatre in New York before an audience of 1,800 in the summer of 2007. Miller is currently a member of 13P, a playwrighting group based in New York, and a reporter on the Times's Metropolitan news desk.

MAY 5–JUN 5, 2010
MIKVEH

By Hadar Galron 

Directed by Shirley Serotsky

Featuring Carla Briscoe, Lise Bruneau, Rachel Condliffe, Helen Pafumi, Tonya Beckman Ross, Amal Saade and Kimberly Scfraf 
Part of Voices from a Changing Middle East: Voice of the Woman
Opening Night: Sunday, May 9 at 7:30 pm

Inside the secretive world of the ritual bath, eight women’s stories unfold in this sensitive depiction of religious observance and evolving feminist consciousness. When Shira, a new bath attendant, arrives, she opens a Pandora’s box of issues, revealing long kept secrets. A knowledgeable and respectful examination of traditions and ritual, this contemporary play explores the ever-evolving position of women in a changing Israeli society. (Note: this play contains nudity.) This show is part of VOICES FROM A CHANGING MIDDLE EAST: VOICE OF THE WOMAN, which will feature readings of plays by female Israeli and Arab authors.
British born playwright Hadar Galron immigrated to Israel at the age of 13. After completing her military service and her BA in theater at Tel Aviv University she began writing and performing professionally as part of a comedy duo and in her own one-woman shows, against the wishes of her orthodox family. Mikveh, Galron’s first full length play, was awarded the title of “Play of the Year” at the 2004 National Theatre Awards in Israel. 

JUN 26–JUL 25, 2010

NEW JERUSALEM              

The Interrogation of Baruch de Spinoza at Talmud Torah Congregation: Amsterdam, July 27, 1656

Written by David Ives
Directed by Jeremy Skidmore

Featuring Alexander Strain as Spinoza, Larry Redmond and Michael Tolaydo with Ethan Bowen, Lauren Culpepper and Brandon McCoy
Opening Night: Wednesday, Jun. 30 at 7:30 pm

In this theological courtroom drama rationalist philosopher and accused apostate Baruch de Spinoza, played by Alexander Strain, faces excommunication from the Jewish community of 1656 Amsterdam. Spinoza is considered to be one of Western philosophy's most important philosophers, laying the groundwork for the 18th-Century Enlightenment and modern biblical criticism. By putting Spinoza and his radical ideas on trial, the play examines the clash between religion and modernity that Jews, Christians and Muslims are still, some 350 years later, struggling to reconcile.  According to The New York Times, “Mr. Ives’s humor has always mixed the cerebral with the silly... his daring leap into metaphysics is… an engrossing primer on Spinoza’s radical thinking.”
David Ives, a Guggenheim Fellow in playwriting, is probably best known for his evening of one-act comedies, All In the Timing, which won the Outer Critics Circle Playwriting Award, ran for two years Off-Broadway, and in the 1995-96 season was the most-performed play in the country after Shakespeare productions. His short plays are collected in two anthologies, All In The Timing and Time Flies. His full-length theater works are available in Polish Joke And Other Plays. He is also the author of three young-adult novels, Monsieur Eek, Scrib and Voss. He has adapted 22 American musicals for City Center's Encores series, as well as South Pacific (with Reba McEntire) and Jubilee for concert at Carnegie Hall, and My Fair Lady for the New York Philharmonic. He recently translated Georges Feydeau's classic French farce A Flea In Her Ear for Chicago Shakespeare Theater, and Yasmina Reza's A Spanish Play for Classic Stage Company. 
Misha Kachman, who designed The Seagull on 16th Street and David in Shadow and Light, will create the scenic design and Kathleen Geldard, Helen Hayes Award nominee last year for her work on The Neverending Story, will design costumes. 

BEYOND THE STAGE EVENTS

Theater J is dedicated to continuing its dialogues beyond the stage, offering an array of innovative public discussion forums and outreach programs which explore the theatrical, psychological and social elements of our art. Following Sunday matinees, Artistic Director’s Roundtables bring together the finest panelists with the cast and creative team of the production to edify the play-going experience through in-depth conversations of a wide range of topics. The Peace Café, on select Thursday evenings after performances, is a forum where people of various faiths, backgrounds and nationalities come together to break bread and respond to cultural presentations of often difficult issues presented in our productions.  Also on Thursday evenings, Theater J offers the audience the opportunity to interact with the cast at a number of Cast Talk-backs. Throughout the year, readings of the best new plays are presented with professional actors on Friday afternoons in the Tea at 2 series. 

# # #

Theater J Fact Sheet:
LOCATION:

Theater J performs in the Aaron & Cecile Goldman Theater at the Washington DC Jewish Community Center at 1529 16th Street NW in Washington, DC, 4 blocks east of Dupont Circle.

REGULAR PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE: 

Wednesdays and Thursdays at 7:30 pm, Saturdays at 8:00 pm, Sundays at 3:00 and 7:30 pm.
(Schedule is subject to change.)  

PARKING & METRO:


Discounted parking available every night at Colonial Parking, 1616 P Street, NW ($4 when validated at the front desk); Limited parking in the DCJCC lot. Limited street parking. Dupont Circle Station RED line (Q Street exit).  

TICKETS: 

$30–$55 Call Box Office Tickets (800) 494-TIXS or www.boxofficetickets.com. 

For groups of 20+ call (202)777-3214 or email theaterj@washingtondcjcc.org 

Tickets for patrons 25 & under: half-price ($15-$32.50)

Theater J is handicapped-accessible and offers assisted listening devices for all performances and an open captioned performance for most productions.
High resolution digital images are available upon request. 

Theater J produces thought-provoking, publicly engaged, personal, passionate and entertaining plays and musicals that celebrate the distinctive urban voice and social vision that are part of the Jewish cultural legacy. Acclaimed as one of the nation's premiere playwrights theaters, Theater J, a program of the Washington DC Jewish Community Center, presents cutting edge contemporary work alongside spirited revivals and is a nurturing home for the development and production of new work by major writers and emerging artists exploring many of the pressing moral and political issues of our time. Dedicated above all to a pursuit of artistic excellence, Theater J takes its dialogues beyond the stage, offering an array of innovative public discussion forums and outreach programs which explore the theatrical, psychological and social elements of our art. Theater J works in collaboration with the five other components of the Washington DCJCC’s Morris Cafritz Center for the Arts, which includes the Washington Jewish Film Festival and Screening Room, the Ann Loeb Bronfman Gallery, the Hyman S. and Freda Bernstein Jewish Literary Festival, and the Washington Jewish Music Festival. Theater J frequently partners with those of other faiths and communities, stressing the importance of interchange among a great variety of people wishing to take part in frank, humane conversations about conflict and culture. More information about these productions is available by calling (202)777-3230 or by visiting www.theaterj.org.

LIMITED ENGAGMENTS





DEC 16, 2009–JAN 3, 2010


MOMMY QUEEREST             


Written & Performed by Judy Gold


Opening Night: Sunday, Dec. 20 at 7:30 pm











MAR 6–21, 2010


ANDY WARHOL: GOOD FOR THE JEWS?          


Written & Performed by Josh Kornbluth


Directed by David Dower 


Opening Night: Wednesday, Mar. 10 at 7:30 pm











MAR 31–APR 18, 2010


IN DARFUR          


By Winter Miller


Directed by Derek Goldman


Opening Night: Saturday, April 3 at 7:30 pm














