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THEATER J’S PRESENCE FELT THIS FALL IN
new york AS BIKEL & BROCHU SHOWS MOVE 
OFF-BROADWAY AND “EPIc” WORKSHOP FEATUres FOUCHEUX
        

(Washington, DC) – Coming off of its most successful season in history, producing four world premieres and receiving its first Helen Hayes Award, the 2009 Charles McArthur Award for Outstanding New Play, the Washington DC JCC’s Theater J is now poised to share some of its Washington offerings with New York theater-goers this autumn when two Theater J productions open Off-Broadway and a third major project is workshopped and presented in advance of a 2010-2011 production. Theater J’s “fabulous fall in Manhattan,” notes artistic director, Ari Roth, “promises to reflect the theater’s growing impact on the national scene, reaching beyond the DC metropolitan area to the larger theater community.” 

Theater J’s new season opener, ZERO HOUR, written by and starring Jim Brochu as Zero Mostel and directed by Piper Laurie, will move from Washington after its close here at the end of September to make its New York premiere Off-Broadway at St. Clement's Theatre on 46th Street. Produced by Kurt Peterson (Capture Now, Captain Louie) and Edmund Gaynes (Picon Pie, The Big Voice: God or Merman?) in association with The Peccadillo Theatre Company, the show will begin previews on November 14 and open on November 23, 2009 for a limited commercial run.  Having played to sold-out houses in Los Angeles, San Francisco, Houston, Boston, and Southern Florida, ZERO HOUR has won major awards including the Los Angeles Stage Alliance Ovation Award for Best Play and the South Florida Carbonell Award for Best Actor. The set for Theater J’s production, designed by Luciana Stecconi (who most recently designed The Year of Magical Thinking at Studio Theatre) will travel to New York for the Off-Broadway run.

During the same month, two-time Tony Award nominee Theodore Bikel will bring his one-man show with music, SHOLOM ALEICHEM: LAUGHTER THROUGH TEARS to life Off-Broadway. Last year’s world premiere production at Theater J, directed by Derek Goldman, with renowned musical director Tamara Brooks and acclaimed Bosnian accordionist Merima Kljuco, was a sold-out, extended-run hit in the Aaron & Cecile Goldman Theater. The New York premiere will be presented by the Folksbiene Theater at the Baruch Performing Arts Center at The City University of New York, running November 8 through December 13. Members of Theater J’s original design team, including projection designer Zachary Borovay, lighting designer Dan Covey and set designer Robbie Hayes, will contribute to the production, adapting their designs for the Folksbiene run.

On Monday, November 2, the Epic Theatre Ensemble of New York will stage a second workshop of Ari Roth’s BORN GUILTY CYCLE, with BORN GUILTY presented in tandem with its newly revised, re-titled sequel THE WOLF IN PETER. BORN GUILTY, originally commissioned and produced by Arena Stage and directed by Zelda Fichandler was nominated for the 1992 Charles McArthur Award for Outstanding New Play and in 2003 nominated for Outstanding Resident Production with Theater J resident director John Vreeke nominated for Outstanding Director. The play is based on the book Austrian journalist Peter Sichrovsky created from his interviews with children of Nazis. Its sequel, originally titled PETER AND THE WOLF, was commissioned by the National Foundation for Jewish Culture and Broadway producer Daryl Roth and premiered at Theater J in the spring of 2002. Epic Theatre Ensemble, a company dedicated to using theater to inspire dialogue about vital social, ethical, and political issues, developed and premiered Nilaja Sun’s play No Child and this year is producing the New York premiere of Sarah Ruhl’s Passion Play, which was developed at Arena Stage. The presentation of BORN GUILTY and THE WOLF IN PETER at Epic is being billed as an “Investors Salon” and is a follow-up to the staged readings of both plays in January 2009 at Manhattan Theatre Club directed by Epic's Will Pomerantz and featuring Washington A-List actor Rick Foucheux. Once again, Foucheux will reprise his role as the journalist Peter Sichrovsky for the November salon in preparation for the company’s hoped-for 2010-2011 production of both plays.

Several other world premieres from the past three seasons have gone on to receive national recognition and subsequent productions. HONEY BROWN EYES by Stefanie Zadravec, which was awarded the Helen Hayes Charles MacArthur Award for Outstanding New Play in 2009, was published in full in American Theatre Magazine, will be produced at Oakton Community College in Des Plaines, Illinois this October and be presented as part of the America Rising: Voices of Today reading series at Bristol Riverside Theatre in partnership with Temple University. After Israeli playwright Motti Lerner’s PANGS OF THE MESSIAH received its English language premiere at Theater J in 2007 it was produced by The Silk Road Theatre Project in Chicago in April 2009 and by the Mandel JCC at the Cleveland Playhouse in June 2009. Amy Ziff’s one woman show ACCIDENT was workshopped at Theater J and premiered in September 2007 before the Art House Theatre produced the show in Provincetown, MA in August 2009. 

Other Theater J-originated work to make its way to New York include Yuri Lane’s 2004 Charles MacArthur Award- nominated From Tel Aviv to Ramallah: A Beat Box Journey produced at the Makor Center in New York, and subsequently at the Viaduct Theatre in Chicago; Neena Beber’s 2004 Smith Blackburn Award-nominated and Charles MacArthur Award-nominated Jump/Cut, co-produced with Woolly Mammoth Theatre Company in DC and produced at The Women’s Project in 2006; and Wendy  Wasserstein’s Third which opened at the Lincoln Center Theater’s Mitzie Newhouse Theatre in 2005, expanded from its hour-long world premiere one-act version produced at Theater J together with Wassertstein’s Welcome To My Rash. 
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