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The Ethiopian Jewish aliyah is one of the most striking and unique in the history of Zionism and the state of Israel. Ethiopian Jews immigrated to Israel out of a longing to return to their homeland, and to be reunited with their Jewish brethren. Since immigrating to Israel, Ethiopians Jews have faced a variety of challenges, which are far more complex than simply learning the Hebrew language. Cultural divides have made the Ethiopian aliyah particularly challenging, creating social, economic and other difficulties that cause confrontations and conflict, especially:

1. Most of the Ethiopians are unfamiliar with Western-style culture and legal systems and, thus, are unable to handle the bureaucracy that represents authority and to navigate the legal system to address the problems they face.

2. Some of the Ethiopians are facing phenomena of prejudicial attitudes and discrimination that hamper their ability to attain their basic rights.
Intensive efforts on the part of the Israeli government and private citizens, as well as world Jewry, have improved the situation.  Despite these efforts, a great deal of work remains before the Ethiopian immigrant community will truly be part of mainstream Israel.
Tebeka - Advocacy for Equality and Justice for Ethiopian Israelis, an Israeli NGO, is pursuing social justice and working to assure the civil rights of the Ethiopian immigrant community and aid in their absorption process. Tebeka believes that successful integration of Ethiopian Israelis will be achieved when immigrants have been incorporated into every area of Israeli society, community members enjoy equal treatment, and discrimination against Ethiopians no longer exists. 

Tebeka’s work is strengthening both Israel and the Ethiopian Jewish community in Israel.
Join us May 6th to learn the history of the Ethiopian Jewish aliyah and Tebeka’s contribution towards successful integration and pursuing equality and justice in Israel. This event will celebrate the 60th founding anniversary of the State of Israel and the aliyah of Ethiopian Jews with honored guests from the Israeli and Ethiopian embassies and Member of the Knesset, Shlomo Molla.. 

 

 


